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INGING Birds are fo pleafant a 
Part of the Creation; whether we 
confider their Variety,” Beauty, or 
Harmony ;~ that the Animal World 
does not afford more agreeable Ob- 
jects to the Eyes, nor none that fo 
Sweetly gratifies the Senfe of Hearing: They were, 
undoubtedly, defigned by the great Author of Na- 
ture, on Purpofe to entertain and delight Mankind, 
who, for the Generality, are well pleafed with thefe 
preity innocent Creatures. 

Therefore I thought I could not do a more accepl- 
able Service for the Lovers of thefe fweet Chorifters 
of the Woods, confidering that it had never been yet 
done, J mean with fuch ufeful Improvements, than 
to furmfo them with Infiruétions for preferving them 
in their Houyfes, becaufe they cannot always be en- 
tertained with their melodious Mufick in the Fields. 

To which End, in a concife, methodical Manner, 
I have given the Defeription, Charafier, &c. 3 
eat 


+ 


each Species; the Marks of Cock and Hens the Time 
and Mauner of Building their Nefts; the Number, 
Colour, 82c. of their Eggs bow to order and bring 
up the Young; and whatever elfe 1s either pleasant 
or neceffary to be known concerning them. } | 
And to render it ftill more ufeful and entertain-— 
ing, there are added the Figures of the Cock, Hen, 
and Egg of each Sort, exatiHy copied from Nature - 
This laft very pleafant, and fuitable Addition, which 
is univerfally delightful to all Perfons, is wanting 
in the Books that have been hitherto publifhed on this 
Subject: Befides thefe, the Reader will find fome 
 Obfervations not to be met with in any Author, 
do not fay this to undervalue any cth.r Man’s Work; 
uo, there are fcme good Performances of this Kind 
extant; and to which I own my/felf in fome few Par- 
ticulars a Debtor ; and bad they exhibited the Figures 
of the Birds, &c. as is bere done, it would have an- 
ticipated my Defizn. | , 
SL foall obferve nothing more concerning what has 
been done by others; and as to this Treatife, only 
wife that my Readers may receive the Satisfaétion 
that was intended by the fincere Eudeavours of their 
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NATURAL HISTORY 


oy Lnglifo Sincinc-Birps. 


‘Lhe Defcription and Charaéter of the 
. Black-Bird. ; 


* SOKA HIS isa Bird well known, be- 
: T ing common in moft, if not all 
_& the Counties in England ; there- 

Ye XK st fore needs not a particular De- 
fcription. .Heis the largeft Song-Bird that 
I know of; f6tnd in this’ Kingdom; and. 
likewife one of the firft that proclaims the 
welcome Spring, by his fhrill harmonious 
Voice, as if he were the Harbinger of Na- 
ture, to awaken the reft:of the feathered 
Tribe to prepare for the approaching Sea-_ 
| meres o on ¢ 
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fon: And by the {weet Modulation of. Mie Y 
tuneful Accents, endeavours to delight the - 
Hen, and allure her to fubmit to his Em- ~ 
braces, even before there are Leaves on the 
Trees, and whilft the Frofts are in the 
Fields; building their Neft the fooneft of 
any Bird; having young Ones, commonly 
by the twenty-fifth of March, and fome- 
times by the Middle of that Month. — 

- The Cock, when kept in a Cage. whift- 
les and fings very delightfully all the Spring 
and Summer-Time: at leaft four or five 
Months in the Year; isa ftout, hardy Bird; 
which, befides his own pleafant natural Note, 
may be taught to whiftle, or play a Tune. 

The Black-Bird, when. wild in the Fields, 
feeds promifquoufly upon Berries and In-. 
fetts: ’Tis a felitary Bird, that for the’ moft 
Part flies fingly. 


The diftinguifbing Marks of the Cock 


and Hex. 


rpuey are not eafily known by their 
| Colour while young, but the blackeft 
_ Bird generally provesa Cock: The Trides, 


or Circle, that circumvefts the Eye in the 


young Cock Bird, is yellow; his Bill is 
black, and turns es perfe@ily yellow till he 
is near a Year old: |The Bill of an old 


Cock- we 
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Cock-Bird is of a deep Yellow; inthe Hen | 
the Tip and upper Part is black; the Mouth, - 
in both, is yellow within: The Hen, and 
’ Cock-Birds are rather brown, or of a dark 
Ruffet, than black, and their Bellies of an 
Ath-Colour; but after he has mewed his 
Chicken Feathers, he becomes Cole-Black. 


The Time and Manner of the Black- 
Bird’s duslding her Nefi, &c. 


H1S Bird, as lobferved before, breeds 
| very foon in the Year; has young 
Ones by the End of March, or fooner : They 
build their Neft very artificially ; the Outfide 
of Mofs, flender Twigs, Bents and Fibres of 
Roots, all very ftrongly cemented, and join’d 
together with Clay; plaiftering the Infide 
alfo, and lining it with a Covering of {mall 
Straws, Bents, Hair, or other foft Matter ; 
upon which fhe lays four or five Eggs, fel- 
dom more, of a bluifh Green Colour, full of 
dufky Spots.. They build pretty open, ge- 
nerally in a Hedge, near the Ground, and 
' before there are many Leaves upon, the 


. _Bufhes, which fo expofes their Neft, confi- — 


deting the Largenefs.of it, that it may be 
eafily difcovered. | 
The Cavity of a compleat Neft I mea- 


- fured, was two Inches and ,an Half deep; 


B 2 Diameter. 


4 + Natura] History of 
Diameter at the Top, four Inches one Way, 
and five the other, being of an oblong Fi- 
gure: It weighed thirteen Ounces: The Bird 
itfelf is in Length, from the Tip of the Bill 
to the End of the Tail, eleven, of which the 
Bill is one Inch, and the Tail four Inches 
long. 


Of the Young, how to order them, &c. 


fi HE Black-Bird has niche four or five 
young Ones at a Breeding, hardly ever 
more or lefs; you may take them at twelve 
Days old, or fooner; they may be raifed 
with little Trouble, taking Care to keep them 
clean, and feeding them with Sheep’s Heart, 
or other lean Meat, that is not falted, cut very 
fmall, and mixed with a little Bread; and 
while young, give them their Meat moift, 
and feed them every two Hours, or there- 
abouts; when they are grown up, feed them 
with any Sort of Flefh Meat, raw or dreffed, 
provided it be not falt; it evil be rather fees 
ter Food for them, if you mix a little Bread 
with it; when their Neft grows foul, take 
them out, ard put them into a Cage or Baf- 
ket, upon clean Straw ; and when they Can... 
feed themfelves, feparate them. : 
He is a ftout healthful Bird, not very Ab. 
ject to Diforders ; but, if you find him fick 
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or droop at any Time, an Houfe Spider or 
two will help him; and let him have a little 
Cochineal in his Water, which is very chear- 
ful and good. ‘They love to wafh and prune 
their Feathers; therefore, when they are 
fully.grown up, fet Water in their Cages for 
that Purpofe. IY inked | 

It is to be remembered at all Times, to 
give your Birds wholefome good Food, never 
{tale or four, and to be ever mindful of keep- - 
ing them clean; ’tis th e beft Means to make 
all Kinds of Birds thrive, by preventing many 
Difeafes they are fubject to ; occafioned chief- 
ly from being kept nafty, and with bad, un- 
wholefome Food. . | 

Black-Birds are not taken old, and tamed, 
but always brought up from the Nett. 


Of the Song-Thruth. 
The Defeription and Charaéer. 


oe HE common Song-Thrufh is a little lefs 
than the Black-Bird: The upper Sur- 
face of the Body is of an Olive Colour, with 
a Mixture of Yellow in theWings; the Breaft 
yellowith, {potted with dufky Spots, and 
the Belly white. » 1 {a8 | | 
see : There 
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“'Theré are three. or four other Sorts of 
Thrufbes found in England; as firft, the great 
Thrufb, called the Mifel-Bird, Meafle-Taw, 
or Shrite, which in the Colour and Spots of 
the Breaft and Belly, agrees with the Song- 
Thrufb, but is a bigger Bird: He is very 
beautiful to look at, but not valued for Sing- 
ing, therefore feldsen Kept in a Cage. 

The fecond Sort, called the Redwing, 
Swinepipe, or YW tid T. brufh, is in Shape and 
Colour, fo like the Sovg-Thrufh, that they 
are hard to be diftinguifhed, only the latter 
hath more, and greater Spots on the Breatt 
and Belly, and is fomewhat bigger: This 
Kind is in no Efteem for Singing. It is a 
Bird of Pafi: jage, that fhifts Places according 
to the Seafons of the Year; but whither it 
goes, is not to us perfectly known: 

The third Sort is called the {mall Heath-. 
Thrufh, from its building upon Heaths and 
Commons; he is of a darker Colour than 
any of the other of the T4ru/hb Kind, and by 
fome valued for Singing ; but as none of the 
' Sorts are comparable to the common Song- 
Thrufh, at leaft, to my Fancy, nor fo well 
known, I fhall fay no more of them, but 
of the Song-Tarujb only ; which is a curious 
Bird, as well for the great Variety of his 
Notes, as his long Continuance in Song, which 
is, at leaft, nine Monthsin the Year. Inthe - 
Beginning of the Spring, he fits on high | 
Trees; 
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Trees, and fings moft {weetly, and is as de. 
lightful a Bird as a Perfon can defire to keep 
in a Cage; fomeé of them, when they have | 
been brought up from the Neft, have learnt 
the Weod-Lark’s, ts conan s, and other 
curious Birds bei 


The Marks of ‘< Shoe and Fen. 


‘HE Cock and Hen of this Kind are 
fo much alike in the Colour of their 
Feathers, and: Shape ‘of their Bodies, that, 
‘notwithitanding I have carefully examined 
them divers Times, could not difcover any 
certain external Marks, whereby to know 
the one from the other: ' Yet, thus much I 
have difcovered, which will appear to a nice 
Obferver; in a fall: feathered Bird, the duiky, 
or Olive Colour on his Back, &c. is fome- 
what darker than the Back, Be. of the Hen- 
Bird; and has a more glofiy Caft; the Spots 
on his Breaft and Belly feem darker, and | 

brighter likewife, and rather more White ap-. 

pears on his Belly. 

Tt is obfervable, that in the Cocks and 
Hens. of all Kinds of Birds, where the Co- 
lours are the fame’ in both, yet the Cock~ - 
Bird conftantly excels the Hen in the Re- » 
{plendency of his Feathers: In the Song- 
Thruf, in an old Bird, this Difference is ap- 

parent 5 


8. A Natural HrsTorY of 


parent; butthen we are not put to fuch Dif- 4. 
ficulties to know the Cock, he fufficiently 
_ difcovers himfelf by his fine Song. 

_ In young Yhrufhes, 1 would always chufe 
the fleekeft and brighteft Bird : When they 
begin to feed themfelves, both Cocks and 
Hens will record: The Cock will get upon 
his Perch, and fing his Notes low, for fome 
Time; the Hen will attempt to fing, but do 

it only by Jerks, and fo difappoint your Ex- 
pectation. At the latter End of the Sum- 
mer, when their Moulting is over, the Cocks 
will break out ftrong in Song, and fing in 
Winter, as well as Summer. 


The Time and Manner of the build. 
_ing her Nef. / 


HIS Bird breeds very early in the 

Spring, near as foon as the Black-Bzrd; 
fhe commonly has young Ones by the End 
of March, or Beginning of April. I fawa 
Neft of Young, about the fifth or fixth of 
April this Year, notwithftanding it has been 
a cold Spring, which were well feathered, 
and at leaft twelve Days old. 

‘The Thrufh builds in Woods or Orchards 
_fometimes ina thick Hedge, near the Ground. 
The Outfide of her Neft confifts of fine 
_ foft green Mofs, interwoven with dead Grafs, 

. Hay, 
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Hay, ec. The Infide very curioufly plaiftered 
. with Cow-Dung, not dawbed, as fome have 
faid, but with better Skill than many of our 
Pigiterdrs could do the fame Work. Note, 
the Black-Bird always plaifters with Clay or 
Mud, this Bird always with Cow-Dung; the 
other lays a Covering of foft Stuff in the 
Infide to aay her Eggs upon; the Thru/h- 
lays hers upon the bare Infide or Plaiftering, 
but not till it is thoroughly dry; five or fix 
in. Number, of a bluifh green Colour, fpeck- 
led with a few {mall black Spots, chiefly at 
the biggeft End, 
- | ~The Hollow of a catenileat Neft I mea- 
fured, was two Inches and a Half deep; the , 
Diameter of the Infide at the Top four Inch- 
es; it was exactly round, and the whole Neft 
weighed one Ounce and three Quarters. —1] 
examined two more at the fame Time, which 
were neatly of the fame Dimenfions .with 
this, but in Weight, one three Ounces, the 
other three and an Half. The Length of a 
full-grown Bird, from the Point of the Bill, 
to the End of the Tail, is nine Inches, of 
which the Bill is one, andthe Tail three and 
_a Half; therefore, allowing for Tail, Bill, and 
Head, which always lie out when fhe fits in 
. her Neft, the Cavity is juft fitted to receive 
her Body. The fame I have obferved of the 
 Nefts of fome other Birds; efpecially fuch’ 
as build rie Sides, and make deep Cavi- 
cae  B, ties, 
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ties. The Bird ftands within Side, when the: 
is at Work, and makes her own Body the 
Rule of her Dimenfions, in building. 


Of the Young, how to order them, KXcw 


fb HE Song-Thrufh has five or fix young: 


Ones at a Breeding; they may be taken: 


at twelve, or fourteen Days old, or fooner if 
it be mild Weather; they muft be kept warm 


and clean, and fed with raw Meat, Bread, | 


and Hemp-Seed bruifed; the Meat cut fmall, 
and the Bread a little wet, and then mixed 
together: Feed them once in about two Hours; 
you mutt be fure to keep them very neat and 
clean, take their Dung away every Time you 
feed them: When their Neft grows very foul, 
take them out, and put them in clean Straw ; 
and when they are pretty well feathered, put 
them ina largeCage with two or three Perches 
in it, and dry Mofs or Straw at the Bottom. 
When they are grown up, you may feed them. 


with any Thing of Flefh Meat, boil’d, raw, 


or roafted, provided it be not falt; or you 


may by Degrees intirely wean them of Flefh, © 


and givethem onlyBread and Hemp-Seed; but 
f approve of Fleth, mixt with Bread, as the 


beft Food. Give them frefh Water twice a - 


Week to wath themfelves ; otherwife they will 


hem 


not thrive: Ifthey are kept dirty, it will give 
| ap 


= 
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‘them the Cramp, which they are very fub-— 


ject to. Good Vidtuals, Water, and clean OM 


Lodging, is the beft Means to prevent it. 

The Thrujh, when i in the Fields, feeds on 
Infeéts and Snails, as alfo pees of White 
‘Thorn and Mifletoe. rid 


Of  b Searle 


. The Defcription and Chardéter. 


KG it HE Starting is near as big as the Blacks 
- Bird, and in Shape, very much like 
that Bird. It does not fing naturally, but 
has.a wild, {creaming, uncouth Note; yet 
for his Aptnefs in imitating Man’s Voice, 
and {peaking articulately, and his learning 
to whiftle divers Tunes, is highly valued as 
avery pleafant Bird; and when well taught, 

will fell for a great deal of Money, five Gui- © 


_ wneas or more. 


They are gregarious Birds, living and fly- 
ing together in great Flocks: They compa- 
ny alfo with Redwings and Fieldfares ; ; yet, 
they do not fly away with them, but abide 
with us all the Year. | 


a bbe Marks of the Cock and Hen. 
| ee ERE is a Mark peculiar to the Cock 
of this Kind, whereby he may be 


known from the Hen, whilft young, Under 
C 2 his 
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his aah he has a black Stroak, Very plairi 
to, be feen if you open his Mouth, which the 
Hen ‘hath not, or; at leaft, fo flat, that ’tis 
hardly vifible ; but the firft Time the Cock 
moults his Feathers, he lofes that black 
Stroak: He may then be known from the 
Hen by his Colours, in the Beauty of which. 
he much excels her. His | reaft-has-a Catt 
, of Green, Red, Purple, Ge. elfe the Fea- 
thers all over his Body are black; with a 
blue and purple Glofs, varying, as it is va- 
ricufly expofed to the Light; only the Tips — 
of the Feathers on -his Head, “Neck, and 
_. Breaft are yellowith ; and on the Belly, &c.: 
white: All his Spots and Colours are bright- 
er than thofe of the Hen. . The Bill of the 
Cock is of a pale Yellow, inclining to White ; ; 
in the Hen, dufky. 


The Time, &e. of tbe Starling's Build- 
ing ber Nef. ; 


ih) HIS Bird ufaally breeds in May, has 
young Ones fit to take towards the 
End of that Month, fometimes by the Middle 
of it. They build their Neft in the Holes of 
Towers, Pidgeon-Houfes, Trees, &c. The 
Goodnefs of thefe Birds does not depend 
upon the Places where they breed, though 
fome have given the Preferénce to one Sort, 

and 
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and fome to the other; for my Part, I could 
never find fuch a Difference as to efteem 
one Sort before the other, for the fame Birds 
may build in any of thofe Places, as they 
find it moft convenient for them. She lays 
four or ‘five‘Eggs,» lightly tinctured with a 
ereenifh Bihe, 


Of the Young, how to order them, &c. 
A fad 2 Bs Starling has four or five young 


4 Ones at a Breeding; they may be 
taken when double Pen-feathered, which 
is about ten Days old; taking the fame Care 
in keeping them very clean and warm, as 
‘was directed in the Black-Bird and Thrujfb: 
You may put them in a Bafket in clean 
Straw, and bring them up with the fame 
Meat, and after the fame Manner as young 
Black-Birds, feeding them every two Hours, 
five or fix {mall Pieces at a Time; let them . 
have enough, but never overload the Sto- 
machs of young Birds, it does them more 
' Harm than Good. Every Time you feed, 
or take them in Hand, you may talk to 
them what you would have them learn; 

they are apt Birds, and will take it prefent- 
. ly. To flit their Tongues, as many People 
advife and practife, that the Birds, as they 
fay, may talk the plainer, is of no Service; 


fay, 
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they will talk as well. without, as I have 
found by Experience; as will likewife Mag- 
fzes, and other talking Birds. When they 
can feed themfelves, put them in a large 
Cage with clean Straw, or Mofs at the Bot- 
tom, and give them fometimes clean Wa- 
ter to wafh themfelves in; this is the moft 
fure Method to have good healthful Birds, © 
tuch as will reward your Trouble in bring- 
ing them up. The Sfariing, when wild, 
feeds upon Beetles, Worms, and other In- 
fects. ; | 
_ The Length of a full-grown Bird, from - 
_the Tip of his Bill to the End of his Tail, . 
is nine Inches; of which the Bill is an Inch 
and a Quarter, and the Tail three Inches 
long; and, when in Flefh, weighs about 
three Ounces. 

The Bird is naturally hardy and health- | 
ful; but when kept in a Cage, is fubject to 
the Cramp, Fits, Ge. fometimes it feizes 
him fo fuddenly, that he will fall down from 
his Pearch, and ‘beat himfelf to Death pre- 
fently ; a Spider, or Meal-Worm is a good 
Remedy againft it, giving him two or three 
ata Time, twice or thrice a Week. If you 
give him good Meat and Drink; as.I faid by 
the Black-Bird, and keep him clean, it will 
‘prevent his Fits, or any other Diforder, bet- 
ter than any Thing elfe that I know of. 
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‘Of the Bullfinch. 
The Defcription and Charader. - 


ULL FINCHES are {0 called from © 


their Heads, which are black, and:for 
the Proportion of their Bodies, large: In 
fome Places in England, they are called. 
- Nopes, in others, DLbick-dilis, and in fome — 
Hoops: This laft Name they have, proba- 
bly, from their wild hooping Sort of a Note. 
_ They ate very docile Birds, the Hen learn- 


‘ing after the Pipe or Whiftle, ‘as well as the its 


Cock; having no Song of their own, but 
‘what is taught them, in which they excel 
moft Birds; and the peculiar Rarity of thefe 
Birds is, ‘that they never forget what they 
have once learnt, tho’'they hang among ever 
fo many Birds: Some have been taught to 
{peak feveral Words at Command: "Tisa 
Bird miuch efteemed in England, both for 
Beauty and Singing; and defervedly in my 
Judgment ;. for, ‘in the former, he equals, 
and the latter, when well taught, excels all 
fmall Birds; they have been: frequently fold 
from five to ten Guineas a Bird. 

Thefe Birds delight to feed upon the Buds 
of Fruit Trees, fuch as the Apple, Pear, Peach, 
‘and other Garden Trees; of which they 

only take: the blowing’ Buds, . and by that 


Means ~ 
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Means do great Damage to the Gardeners ; 
who, therefore, hate and deftroy them, as a 
great Peft of their Gardens. They fay, in fome 
Part of the Kingdom, a Reward 1s given by 
the Church-Wardens for every Bullfinch 
that’s killed; if fo, that may be afligned as 
one Reafon of their Scarcity; being lefs 
common than moit other Singing Birds that 
breed with us. sae 


The Marks of the Cock and Flea. 


SB ee Cock is in Bignefs equal to the — 
Hen, but hath a flatter Crown, and ex- 
cels her in Beauty of his Colours; a lovely 
Scarlet, or Crimfon, adorns his Breaft; the 
Feathers on the Crown of the Head, and thofe 
that compafs the Bill, are of brighter Black 
than thofe of the Hen: If both are feen to- 
gether, the one may very eafily be known 
trom the other; the Colours in the Cock 
being much more refplendent than in the 
Hen; but whilft the Birds are young, it is 
more difficult to diftinguifh them: One of 
the fureft Ways 1s, to pull off a few Fea- 
thers from their Breafts when they are about 
three Weeks old, and in about ten or twelve 
Days after, you will perceive the Feathers 
_to come where you have pulled, of a cu- 
Tious Red, if a Cock;‘if a Hen, they will 
_come of a palifh Brown. | dee. |: 
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The Time, Manner, &Xc. of her building. 


r ib HE Bull Hfinch breeds late in the Spring ; 

feldom has young Ones before the End 
of May, or Beginning of Zune: She builds 
in an Orchard, Wood, or Park, where there 


2 a Plenty of Trees, or on Heaths: Her Neft | 


» 


S$ not very common to be found; ’tis an or- | 
dinary mean Fabrick, made with feemingly — 
little Art: She lays four or five Eggs, of a 


_ bluith Colour, {potted at the biggeft End with 


large dark brown, and faint reddith Spots. . 


Of the Young, how to order them, Xe. - 


eos muft not take thefe Birds too young; 
let them be well feathered firft, at leaft 


_ twelve, or fourteen Days.old ; keep them 


warm and clean, feed them every two Hours, 
from Morning until Night, giving them lit- 
tle ata Time; Their Meat muft be Rape- 
Seed foaked in clean Water, eight or ten 
Hours; then fcalded, ‘ftrained, and bruifed, 


_ mixt with an equal Quantity of white Bread 


foaked in fair Water, boiled with a little Milk 
to a thick Confiftency: Make but little at a 
Time, but let them have frefh every Day, 
it being apt to four in two Days, and fuch 


_ Meat will fpoil the Birds : When they be- 


gin to feed themfelves, break them from this 


foft Meat as foon as AS YOU Can 5 then givethem — 
D | Rape 
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Rape and Canary Seed, the fame as you do 
the Linnet, but more of the former than the 

_ latter. Ifat any Time you perceive them out | 
of Order, put a Blade of Saffron in their Wa- 
ter; and you may try them with the Wood- 
Lark s Meat, or fine Hemp-Seed,* but keep 
moftly to Rape, with a little Canary-Seed 
mix’d with it. 

You muft remember often to pipe, whittle, | 
or talk to them, whilft they are young, what 
you are minded they fhould learn, vand you 
will find them foon take it. 

A Bullfinch, at full Growth,.is fix Inches 
long, from Point of Bill to the End of the 
Tail, of which the Tail is two Inchés: In 
Weight thirtéen Drachms. 


Of ‘the Goldfitch: 


YL hich ix Some Places, from its feed- 
ing in Winter Time on the Seeds of 
Thiftles, is called Thiftlefinch. 


The Defcription and CharaGer. 


T is every where in Eugland well known, 
and highly efteemed both for Singing and 

for the Elegancy of its Colours, being cer- 

- tainly the moft beautiful and fineft-feathered 
of all Cage-Birds: “A Ring of curious Scarlet- 
aes F wails encompafies the Fore-part 
of 


Englith Stne1 NG-BIRDS. 19 


of his Head, or Batis of the Bill; and from 


the Eyes fo the Bill‘on each Side, is drawn 
a black Line; the Jaws are white, the Top 
of the Head black, from which a broad 
black Line is produced on both Sides, almoft 
to the Neck; the hinder Part of the Head 
is white ; the Neck and Fore-part of the 
Back are of areddifh Afh-colour ; the Rump, 


-Breaft, and Sides of the fame, but a little 


paler; the Belly whitifh; the Wings and 
Tail black, only the Tips of the principal - 
Feathers in both are white; befides, the Wings 


are adorned with a moft beautiful tranfverfe 


* i = i- 


Stroak of Yellow or Gold-colour, I fhould 
not have been fo particular in defcribing the 
Colours of this Bird, but I think the great 
Variety that Nature has painted it with, 
wherein it excells all {mall Birds, at leaft 
what are found in thefe Parts of the World, 
make it deferving of it; yet, by reafon of 
Age,. Sex, or other Accidents, the Goldfinch — 
fometimes varies from thefe Colours. 

-'They are of a mild and gentle Nature, as _ 
may even thence appear, that prefently after 
they are caught, without ufing any Art or 
Care, they will fall to their Meat and Drink ; 
nor are they fo affrighted at the Prefence of a 
Man as moft other Birds are wont to be, nor — 


‘very much troubled at their Imprifonment in 


a Cage; for, if they have continued there’a 
‘good while, they like it fo well, that though . 
| Dr a you 
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you let them loofe, they will not fly away; 
_ but when {cared, fly direGlly to their Cage for 
_ Shelter, as I have proved by Experience. 
They are called in fome Places, Draw- 
_ Waters, from their Aptnefs to learn to draw 
their Water when they want to drink, ina 
little Ivory Bucket, faftened toa {mall Chain, 
made for that Purpofe: ‘Tis a pretty Sight to 
fee with what Dexterity thefe little Creatures 
will pull up their Bucket, drink, and throw it 
down again; and lift up the Lid of a {mall 
Box, or Bin, with their Bill, to come at their 
Meat, &c. They are wonderfully delighted 
with viewing themfelves in a Glafs, fixed to 
the Back of their Bucket-Board, where they 
-will fit upon their Perch, pruning and dref- 
fing themfelves with the greateft Care imagin- 
able, often looking in the Glafs, and placing 
every Feather in ‘the niceft Order; no Lady 
can take greater Pleafure, or be more nice in 
dreffing herfelf, than this little beautiful Bird 
is in rectifying all Diforders in his Plume, not 
fuffering a Feather to lay amifs. 

The Goldfinch is a long-lived Bird, that will 
fometimes reach to the Age of twenty Years: 
Mr. Willoughby makes mention of one that 

lived twenty-three Years. They are Birds 

- that fly in Flocks, or Companies ; and when 

_at Liberty, delights to feed upon the Seeds 
of Thiftle, Teafel, Hemp, Dock, &c. 


The 


\ 
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‘ The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 


| a HE Feathers on the Ridge of the Wing 


in the Cock are Cole-black,. quite up 
to the Shoulder, whereas in the Hen Bird, 
though they appear black, are of a grey, or 
dufky Afh-colour, when compared to thofe 
of the Cock: He is browner on the Back 


~ and Sides of the Breaft; the Red, Yellow, and 


in fhort, all his Colours are much brighter 
than thofe of the Hen: Thefe are conftant, 
infallible Marks, by which the Cock may be 
known. from the Hen, either old or young: 
Befides, the Hen hath a {maller Note, and 


fings not fo much. 


Lhe Time, Manner, &c. of building 
their Neft. 


A th HE Goldfinch begins to build in /r7/, 
when the Fruit-Trees are in Bloflom : 
As they excel all our {mall Birds in Beauty 
of Feathers, fo do they likewife in Art: 
Their Neft is not only very fmall, but ex- 
ceeding pretty; the Outfide confifts of very 
fine Mofs, curioufly interwoven with other 
foft Bedding ; the Infide lined with delicate 


fine Down, Wool, &c. She lays fix or feven 


white Eggs, fpeck’d and mark’d with a red- 
difh Brown. To find their Neft is not very 
eafy, 
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eafy, for they generally build in F tuit-Trees, 
viz. Apple, Pear, Plumb, Gc. but moft com- 
monly in the Apple, pretty high upon the 
Branches, where either the Bloflom or Leaves 
intercept our Sight; and at fuich a Time, 
when we cannot come at them without the 
Hazard of damaging the Bloom, or young 
Fruit. I have known thefe Birds very often. 
to build in the Elder-Tree ; and fometimes in 
‘Thorns and Hedges; but not near fo com- 
- mon as in Fruit-Trees: | 


Of she Y oung how to a os them, &Xc. 


A HE Goldfinch has fix or feven young 
Ones at a Breeding; they are tender . 
Birds, and therefore fhould not be taken;too 
foon ; let them be pretty well feathered firtt ; 
they will not be fullen, like the Young of 
many other Birds, by ftaying too long-in the 
_Neft; when you take them, prepare their 
Meat after this Manner: Soak white Bread 
in fair Water, ftrain it, and then boil it with 
a little Milk, till ’tis as thick as Hafty-pud- - 
ding, adding to it a little Flour of Canary- 
‘Seed; with this Meat feed them every two. 
. Hours, or oftner, giving’ them but little ata 
Time, two or three fmall Bits only; begin 
to feed them about Sun-rifing, and continue 
after this Manner till Sun-fetting: Let them 
have frefh Victuals every Day, or every other — 
2 Day 
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Day at fartheft; when you have fed them.a 
_ Month, or thereabouts, begin to break them 
from this foft Meat, by giving them a little 
_ Canary-Seed, and foft Meat befides; when 
' you find they feed pretty freely upon. the 
Seed, keep them conftantly: to that Diet; 
tho’ they will eat Hem-Seed, and fome other 
Kinds of Seed, yet I never found it agree fo 
- well with them as the Canary. Page 
If a young Go/dfinch be. brought up under 
the Canary-Bird, the Wood-Lark, or any 
other fine finging Bird, he will take their - 
Song very readily: Iam told of a Lady that 
has one of thefe Birds, at this prefent Time, | 
‘that will talk very finely. . : 
-_ A Cock-Bird, bred from the Nef, will 
couple with a Hen Canary-Bird, and pro- 
duce a Bird between both Kinds ; partaking 
of the Song, and Colours of both. 
The Length of a full-grown Bird,. from 
the Tip.of his Bill to the End of his Tail, ig 
five Inches and a Half; of which the latter 
is two, and the former a little more than Half 
an Inchlong; when in Flefh the Bird weighs 
about an Onnce. 

This, as I faid before, is a long-lived and 
very healthful Bird, that is feldom out of 
Order; but when I find him droop,. I give 
him Saffron in his Water ; if he has a Scour- 


ie ing, crumble a little dry Chalk in his Cage, 


or among his Seed, or ftick a Bit betwixt the 
| : Wires 
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Wires OF his Cage, and Gravel at the Bottom, 
and try him with a little Thiftle-Seed, or 
other Seeds which they delight to feed upon 
‘when wild: The firft may be found in the 
great Thiftle, at the Bottom of a white 
Down. 

Thefe Birds are taken almoft at any Time 
of the Year, either with Lime-Twigs, or 
_ the Clap-Net, in great Numbers ; the young 
Flight in Fune, uly, or Augupt ; but the 
beft'Time for catching them is about M@- 
chaelmas: 'They frequent the Fields where 
the Thiftle, and thofe other Seeds grow, as 
mentioned "before : They are eafily caught, 
being of fo gentle and familiar a Nature, and 
will both feed and fing prefently ; when you 
firft take them, you may give them Hemp- 
Seed, or fome of the fame they love to feed 
upon in the Fields; you may foon bring 
them to feed on the Canary, which is more 
wholefome, and agrees better with: them 
than Hemp-Seed. | 


hig 
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“Of the Chaffinch. 
The Defcription and Charaéter. 
of HE Chaffinch is a ftout, hardy, . well 


known Bird; being common almoft 
- in every. Tree or Hedge; of the Bignefs of 
_ the Bullfinch; lavith in his Song, and when 
brought. up from the Neft, or Branchers, 
_ will fing fix or feven Months in the Year; 
the wild,» not above three Months; and 
chiefly in breeding Time. Some of thefe 
Birds prove good and valuable, but the great- | 
er Part not worth keeping. 
Tis a Cuftom among the Bird-men, when 
_ they want to learn the Chafinch a Song, to 
blind him when he is about three or four 
Months old ; which is done by clofing up his 
Eyes with a Wire made almoft red-hot, be- 
caufe, as they fay, he will be more atten- 
tive, and learn the better; but I am fure it 
would be much better never to confine them 
‘in Cages, than purchafe their Harmony by 
fuch Ufage. I think it is enough to deprive 
thefe little innocent Creatures of Liberty for 
_ our Pleafure and Entertainment; but to. put - 
out their Eyes to encreafe it, is exceedingly 
barbarous. If what they affien for this, is 
trtie, yet the Practice is cruel, and what no 
“bie ion» ihe conten ha neat 5 178 
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one, who has any Tendernefs in his Nature, 

would ever be guilty of. » This: poor Bird, 3 
befides the Pain of the firft Operation, and 
what he fuffers before, to prepare him for it, 
by being kept in Darknefs, till he ean ‘find 
his Meat, Ge. and the Mifery that follows 
for a Fortnight, or more, is fornetimes tor- 


‘tured a fecond Time, becaufe, perhaps, he 


has rubbed his Eyes open again, ‘or the’ Crn- 


elty was too favourably performed. 


Th Marks of the Cock and len. 


‘a a HE Male of this Kind may be diftin- 


guifhed from the Female, at ten or 


She Days old; the Difference is very plain, 


if you view them together: I havea Neft 
of young Ones before me at this Time, of - 
that Age; the Cock-Bird has a great deal 


“more White in his Wing than the Hen, par- 


ticularly on his Pinnion ; his Breaftis remark- 
ably redder, and the F eathers of the whole 
Bird of a higher and brighter Colour than 


‘the.Hen’s. In an old Bird, ghe Head of the 
“Cock is bluifh, the Back of a reddifh Brown, 
.. ‘with a Mixture of Afh-colour or Green; the 
~~ ‘Breaft of a fine Red; and the Belly under 
thé Fail white. ‘The Colours of the Hen 


ate ‘not bright ‘and lively; her Rump is 


Btn, Back hot fo br own, and the Belly not 


red, 
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red; inclines to a dirty Kind of ete 3 i : 
Break? is alfo of a duller Colour, more upon 
the Grey. 


‘The Time ae Wiper of Building 
; their Nef, Xc. 


. tT HE Chafinch breeds in, May, .and has. 
young Ones the Beginning of that 
Month, She builds nearthe Top of an high © 
Hedge, or on the Branches in the Side of a 
Tree: Her Nett is the prettieft of all {mall 
Birds, excepting the ‘Goldfinch’s, which, I 
think, excels it in Beauty: The Outfide 1S; 
green Mofs, {mall Sticks, withered Grafs, 
Horfe and Cow Hair, ‘Wool, Feathers, €¥c. | 
the Infide lined with F sates, Hair, Wool, 
&c. making an exceeding foft Bed for her 
Young. The Infide, or Cavity of the Neft, 
is an Inch and three Quarters deep ; the Di- 
_ ameter two. Inches and a Half; and not- 
withftanding the Bottom and Sides of this 
curious Fabrick, were near an Inch, thick, 
> the. wholeWeight of acompleat Neft was no 
more than feven Drams,.. Another Neft, 
whofe Dimenfions agreed with this, was 
two Drams lighter. The Bird itfelf, when 
fully grown, weighs about fourteen Drams: 
Its Length from the End of the Bill, to the 
a of the Tail, is.fix Inches; of which the 
E 2 latter 
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latter is two and a Half long. She lays ufu-. 
ally four Eggs, but fometimes five, of a_ 
whitifh Colour, fpotted with a few large 
reddifh brown Spots, with a few fmall Specks 
and Streaks at the biggeft End, of the Rk 
Colour. 


| fA the Ne oung, how to order them, &c. 


pk HE Chafinch has commonly but four 
young Ones at a Beeding; you may 
take them when they are about ten Days old, 
and feed-them as you do the Goldfinch or 
Linnet; they are hardy Birds, that may be 
eafily raifed: And when they are out of Or- 
der, apply the fame Things as you do to 
thofe Birds when fick.  ~ 

Thefe Birds are taken with C/ap-Nets in 
great Plenty, in ‘fume and ‘fuly, efpecially 
the young. Flight, which we call Brancbhers, 
when they come to drink at their Watering- 
Place, &c. therefore *tis hardly worth the 
Trouble of bringing them from the Neft, 
though fome that are breed under the {weet 
Song Chafinch, fometimes prove very shale 
Birds. 
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Of the Greenfinch. 


Green-Linnet, 07, as it is commonly 
called, the Green-Bird. 


The Defcription and Character. 


| ge is a little bigger than the Chafinch, of . 
a ftrong, hardy Nature: They are fre- 
quently kept in C ages, but not much efteemed 
for Singing ; they are more valued for their 
learning to ring the Bells in a Cage con- 
trived for that Purpofe: Tho’ fome of them, 
if brought up from the Neft, will learn to 
pipe, whiftle, and the Song of moft other 
Birds. | 

At the Beginning of Winter, and in hard 
Weather, they gather in Flocks, and may be 
taken with the C/ap-INets in great Numbers. 


The Marks of ihe Cok and Een. 


IS Head and Back are green, the Edges 

of the Feathers greyifh; and the Mid- 

dle of the Back hath fomething of a Chefnut- 
Colour intermix’d: TheFore-part of his Head, 
_ Neck, and Breaft, quite down to his Belly, 
and Rump, are of a deep yellowifh Green ; 
the lower Belly inclining to whitifh: The 
Borders 
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Borders of the outermoft Quill-Feathers of 
theWings are of an elegant Yellow; and the 
Feathers along the Ridge of the Wing, are 
of a lovely Yellowlikewife. ‘The Colours of 
the-Hen are not fo bright and lively; and on 
the Breaft and Back hath oblong duiky Spots ; 
where the Cock is of a fine Yellow, her Co- 
lours ‘are of a fordid Gréen. . The young 
€ock-Birds, as foon as they are feathered, 
may be known from Hens, | by the farmer 
Brightnels 1 in their Colourss | 


Li be Time and Manner of their Build- | | 
ing. : 

‘HE Green-Bird has te Ones abate 

the Middle of May. She builds in. 

Hedges, and makes a large Neft; the out-— 

moft Part of which confiits of : Hay, Grafs, 

Stubble, &c. The Middle of Mofs; the in- 
moft, on which the Eggs lie, of F eathers, - 
Wool, Hair, &c. foft and pretty. She lays 


- five or fix Eggs, of a very faint gre ob 
{pr inkled Melee {mall Reina. ge Seay 


ae #1, 4. 


id DAR Heep: and four wide 3 the 
whole Compofition weighed eleven Drams ; ‘ 
another Neft I examined at the fame Time,~ 
differed not in Weight quite half a Dram, 
and had Dimenfions equal hkewile. The’ 
Alot m the End.of his Bill to the End of - 
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the: Tail, is fix Inches anda Half ; the Bill. 
is half an Inch; and the Tail two and‘a 
Quarter, IsWeight: is about fixteen Drams. 


14 the Y oung, bow’ ‘tO arden them, Re. 


HE has five Or, fix young’ Ones at a Breed- 
.3J ing ; they: may be taken atten Days old, 
and, brought up with, the, fame, Food. and 
Management as Linnets, or other Birds‘of the 
Finch Rind ; they are not very tender, ‘only 
keep them clean, . and there. is no Fear but 
they will thrive, And after all, I cannot re- 
commend them for pleafant Cage Birds. If 
you regard his Colours, he is as finely fea- 
_thered as moft Birds ; and in an Aviary makes 
‘as pretty a Show as the beft of ther, | 
eG, Is feldom fick ; but when he is, give 
‘ him what you give Linnets or belt 


‘Of spe Pe aie 
The Defeription and ge ine 


te Kaos the Sweetnefs of ite Singing, ‘the 
Linnet is fo much efteemed, that by 
. many Perfons, he is thought to.excel all fail 
Birds: He has certainly a curious fine Note, 
little inferior to the beft of Birds; he may 
~ be taught likewife to pipe, whitle, or the 

_ Song of any other fine Bird; but as his own 
is 
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is fo good, that Trouble is unneceflary; the 
natural Note of any fine Song Bird, to my 
Fancy, ‘is ever to be preferred; but where the 
Bird has but an indifferent Song of his own, 
then to learn him to pipe, whiftle, Gc. is 
pleafant, and well worth the Trouble. He 
is pretty apt in Learning, if you bring him up 
from the Neft, and will take the Wood-Lar k's 
Song to Perfection, or that of Canary Birds. 


The Marks of the Cobh aud Flee 


you may know the Cock-Bird, either old 
A oryoung, by thefe twoMarks; firft, the 
Feathers on his Back are mnch browner than 
_ thofe of the Hen; fecond, by the White of 
hisWing, Take your Linnet,when the Wing- 
Feathers are grown, and itretch out his Wing, 
holding his Body faft with the other Hand, 
and then obferve the White upon three or 
four Feathers; if it appears clear and bright, 
and reaches up to the Quills, it is a fure 
Sign of a Cock-Bird; for the White in the 
Wing of the Hen is much lefs, and fainter. 


The Time and Manner of their Build- 

ing. 

ae HE Linnet has young Ones by the End 
of April, or Beginning of May; builds 

commonly in a thick Bufh or Hedge; I have 


feen her in both black and white Thorn; fhe 
likewife 
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_ likewife’ builds among Furze-Bufhes, &c. 
_ making a fmall pretty Neft: The Outfide of 
_ Bents, dry’d Weeds, and other ftubby Mat- 
ter; and the Bottom all matted together: 
The Infide of fine fof Wool, or Cotton, 


mixed with downy Stuff gathered from dry’d 
Plants, witha few Horfe Hairs, exceeding 
neat and warm. The Cavity of this Neft 
was one Inch deep ; Diameter three Inches, 
and the Weight five Drams. The Neft here 
defcribed, wastaken with young ones in a 


‘Furze, May the ninth, this prefent Year. I 
‘believe the Neft which the Limnet builds in 
a Hedge, differs from this in the Materials; I 


had not an Opportunity now of examining 


both. She'lays either four or five white Eggs, 


with fine red Specks, efpecially at the blunt — 


End. The Bird, ‘including Bill and Tail, is 


- five Inches and a Half long, of which the 
- former is Half an Inch, the latter two and a 
-— Quarter ; in Weight ten Drams., 


Of the Ne oung,, Low to ipdey them , &c. 


| é ELE Linnet has four or five young ones — 
a at a Breeding ; they may be taken at 


ten Daysold, or fooner; they will learn the 


Song of another Bird the better for being 


took young ; but be fure to keep them very 
warm, and feed them once in two Hours, - 


from 


. 
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from fix in the Morning, till fix, or. feven at 
Night: Prepare their Meat as was directed by 


the Bullfinch, viz. Rape-Seed foaked in Water 
eight or ten Hours; then fcalded, ftrained © 


and bruifed, mingled with an equal Quantity 


of white Bread: foaked in fair Water, {trained 
and boiled with a little Milk, as I faid before, 
toa thick Confiftency; let them have freth 
every Day, becaufe four Meat will fling the 
Birds into a Scouring, which often brings. 
Death; when they begin to feed themfelves, 
fet {calded Rape-Seed in their Cages, to wean 
them from the Bread and Milk as foon as pof- 
fible. becaufe, fometimes feeding too long up- 
on foft Food, will.make them rotten: It will 
be a’ Month or fix. Weeks before they. will 
be able to crack their Seeds, and live entirely 
upon hard Meat. In the mean while, for 
Change of Diet, you may give them fome 
of the Woo07-Lark’s, or other Bird’s Victuals.. 
There are other Sorts of Food made ufe of 
in bringing up young eal but this is 
proved to anfwer as well as any. 


The Linnet’s Difea/es and their Cures 


ee is a very healthful Bird; I ee 
known them kept many Years with- 
out ailing any Thing: But fometimes he is 
troubled with Melancholy, occafioned from a 
Swelling at the End of his Rump, er 
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if ripe, you may with a Needle let out the — 
Corruption, and anoint the Part with the 
Ointment made of frefh Butter and Capon’s 
Greafe, and feed him for two or three Days 
with the Seeds and Leaves of Lettice, or 
Beets, or the Seeds of Melon chopt in Pieces, 

which he will eat very greedily ; and when 
you find him to mend, take the Melon Seeds, 
&c, away, and give him his old Diet again : 
You may put into his Water a:Blade of Saf- 
fron, and white Sugar-Candy, for a Week or 
more, till you perceive the Bird to be entirely 
recovered, 

The Difeafe this Bird is mofttroubled with, 
is a Scouring, occafioned by bad Seeds, and 
' many Times for Want of Water. There are 

three Sorts of this Diftemper ; the firft very 
thin, and witha black Subftance in the Mid- 
_ dle, which is not very dangerous. ‘The fe- 
cond is between a Black and a White, but 
not fo thin as the other, but very clammy 
_and fticking; this is worfe than the former, 
It is recovered by giving the Bird fome Me- 
lon-Seed fhred; Lettice-Seeds, and Beet-Seeds 
bruifed ; and in his Water put Liquorice or 


' Saffron, ‘The third and worft Sort of Scour- ~ 


ing is the white clammy, which is dange- 
- rous and. mortal, if not looked after in Time. 
_ For this, give him: firft Flax-Seeds, taking 
away all. other Seeds ; then give him Plan- 

bat ab - tain 
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tain-Seeds, if green, otherwife they will do | 
him no Good: For Want of Plantain- sre 
give him fome of the Leaves fhred {mall, 

alittle bruifed Hemp-Seed ; putting into his 
~ Water, as before, Sugar-Candy, Liquorice, or 

a Blade or two of Saffron: You may give the 
Bird now andthen a fmall Matter of feeded 
Chick-Weed, and a little Chalk.. You mutft 
be diligent at the firft to obferve him when: | 
si is fick, that fo he may have a Stomach to 

: For this third and worft Sort of Scour- 
ies if it be not taken at the firft Appearance, 
it immediately caufeth him to droop, and in 
two or three Days his Stomach will be quite 
gone, and then all Medicines are ufelefs, 

Linnets are taken with Clap-Nets in Fune, 
uly, and Auguft; and likewife Flight- Birds 
about Michaelmas in great Plenty, by laying 
the Nets near where the Birds come to drink, 
or feed ; ot any Spot of Ground they. fre- 
quent. 

_ As you catch the Birds, put them into 
what you call a Store Cage, made for that 
Ufe, and give them fome of the fame Seed 
you find them feeding upon, and put into 
the Cage likewife fine Hemp-Seed ground or — 
bruifed; feed them after this Manner for 
two or three Days, fetting. them, where they 
will not be difturbed, and they will foon 
grow tame ; then you may cage them fingle, 

per ae 
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in Back Cages, or any other not too’ big ; 
and feed them with Rape and Canary-Seed; 


which agrees the. beft with them of any 
Seed. 


Of the ‘Twite. 


The Defcription and Charaé}er. 


HE Twite is in Colour and Make 
| fomething like the Linnet, but lef; 
he has a very fhort Bill, and dark, or black- 
ith Legs , the Cock rH a curious red Spot 
upon his Rump, which the Hen hath not. 
‘Tis a Bird vaftly brifk and merry, that’s al- 
ways a finging, therefore they hang him a- 
mong other Birds, to provoke them to fing. 
They do not breed in England, that I know 
of, but come here in Winter, and go away 
again in the Spring ; but what’ Place they 
come from, er whither they go, tous is un-~ 


known: The Bird-Catchers take themasthey _ 


do Linnets, &c. ‘They eat Rape and Canary- 
Seed, but love the Canary beft : ’Tis a pretty 
: familiar, gentle natured Bird, well worth 
keeping. 
lam juft now told by a Gentlemen, curi- 
ous infuch Enquiries, that the Twite is com- 
: 7 mon 
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mon ih fome Parts of France, and is called 
‘there by a Name, which with us fignifies. the 
lefler Linnet ; and that its Egg is: “Tike the 
Egg of that Bird, but lefs, 


Of se Sky-Lark. 
The Defcription and Charaiter. 


THE Cock Sky-Lark is as pie a Song- 
Bird as moft this Land produces: He 
is vaftly ftout and lavifh in his Song; but 
thought by fome People, too loud and harth. 
I muft own, tho’ he has a. great many fine 
Notes, they are not fo melodious as the Wood- 
Lark's, which in Variety and Softnefs, much 
excels him, and to my Fancy, all {mall Birds, 
without Exception ; ; but that valuable Bird is 
exceeding tender, very fubject to the Cramp 
and other Difeates, that he can be kept but a © 
fhort Time in a Cage; two or three Years 
‘we count a great while: I don’t deny but 
fometimes they reach beyond that Date; yet — 
the far greater Number make their Period a _ 
gieat deal fooner ; whereas the Sky-Lark isa 
long-lived, healthful Bird, that will reach. 
fifteen or twenty Years; I have heard of 
feveral which . have: lived to that Age, and 
| eh. 
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fung ftoutly all that Time; therefore, con- 


fidering the Statelinefs and Beauty of this. 


Bird; his great Freenefs in finging his plea- 


fant harmonious Notes, for at leaft eight 


- Months in the Year, aint the Time he may 


_ be kept in a Cage, with Care, is highly de= 
_ ferving of the Charaéter I have given him, 


and worthy the Efteem of all Lovers.of Birds. 


_ If you can bring a young one up under. fome 


fine Song-Lark, ’tis a Way to have a very va- 


luable Bird; but if you fuffer him to hear 
other Birds, he will be apt to take their 


Notes, whether good or bad, to which no 


q Bird is more fubject. 


Tolnow the Cock ‘neo the Hen. 


: oy O. diftinguifh one from the other in this 


‘Kind, «is»no -edfy Matter; and about 


- which there are various Opinions, but hardly 


one that can be depended upon: They fay, 


the Bird that: fets; up his. Feathers .on . his 
Crown, is certainly a Cock ;, and that the 
longeft Heel Bird’ is another, fure. Sign, and 
fome fay, by two white Feathers in the Tail: 
“This is all but guefs Work, that fometimes 


proves right, and fometimes wrong. I am 
_ told, the biggeft and longeft bodied Bird never 


fails of proving a Cock; I can’t fay that I 


ever poaede the Obfervation ci nor -do J 


pretend 
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pretend to know a Cock Bird of this Kind 
till he is about a Month old; when he will 
begin to record his Notes very diftinlly, like 
-anold Bird, but low and inwardly; if you 
hear him do that; you can’t well be deceived. 
When they are grown up, and fully feather- 
ed, that general Remark, in fome Meafure, 
will hold good, that the higheft coloured Bird 
is the Cock; for whoever obferves them to- 
ai may perceive the Cock-Lark to be 
omething browner upon the Back; of a more 
yellowifh Caft on the Throat and Breaft, and 
‘he Feathers whiter upon the Belly. 


The Time and Manner. of building 
| their Neji, &c. | 


fb HE Sky-Lark has young ones by the 
& End of 4pri/, or Beginning of May: 
She builds ‘her Neft, fuch as it is, for fhe 
tfes but very little Stuff about it, only with 
a few Bents, or fuch like Materials; always 
- Upon the Ground, or in a Hole made by the 
Foot of a Horfe, the Wheel of a Cart, -&c. 
éither in Corn-Fields of any Sort, or in Paf-— 
fire of any Kind; and lays four or five 
brown Eggs, almioft the Colour of a Clod of 
Farth, thickly fpeck’d; asthe Figure repre- 


fents, with brownifh Specks. ; 
ba of 
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Of the T oun, ri to order them, &e. 


HESE Birds muft be taken when a+ 
bout ten Days old; if you let them 
_ alone longer, you run a great Hazard of lofe- 

ing them; I have known them quit their 
Neft in feven or eight Days, when they have 
been difturbed, efpecially if the old Ones fee 
you look at their Young, they will then in- 
tice them away of a fudden; and in rainy 


_ Weather, .’tis furprizing to fee how young 


they will leave their Neft ; Ihave been difap- 
pointed at {uch a Time, etich I thought it 
almoift impoffible for them to get away; one 
would naturally think the Neft to be the beft, 
and fafeft Place for them in fuch Weather ; 


_ but fo itis, Ihave remarked it often, that 


the Young ‘at moft, if not all Kinds of Binde, 
are nourifhed more, their Feathers grow 
_ fafter, and fooner fly, or quit their Nefts in 
wet, than in dry Weather. 

When you have taken a Neft of Young, 
put them into a little Bafket with fome fhort 
clean Hay at the Bottom, cover and tie them 
down clofe and warm, and feed them with 
white Bread and Milk boil’d thick, mixed 
with about a third Part of Rape-Seed, foak’d, 
boil’d and bruifed: Some bring them up irik, 
‘Sheep’s*Heart minced very fine, or other 
Flefh Meat; I cannot too often repeat the 
. G Care 
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Care that is neceflary i in bringing up young 
Birds, in keeping them clean, feeding them 
regularly once in about two Hours, from 
- Morning till Night with frefh and wholefome 
Food, as the principal Means of preferving 
them : In aWeek’s Time you may cage them 
in a large Cage, putting fome Hay cut pretty 
fhort, or coarfe Bran at the Bottom, turning 
or fhifting it every Day ; order them after this 
Manner till they can feed themfelves with 
dry Meat, viz. Bread, Egg, and Hemp-Seed, 
which they will do ‘a about three Weeks or 
a Month. Remember to boil your Egg very 
hard, chop it fine, and mix it with an equal 
Quantity of Hemp-Seed, bruifed while the 
Birds are young, but when they are able to 
crack the Seed, give it them whole, and a 
little Bread grated among it. You may then 
let them have a frefh Turf of Grafs once or 
twice a Week, and fift fome fine dry Gravel 
at the Bottom of the Cage, fhifting it often, 
that it may not clog their Feet: For Change 
of Diet, you may fometimes give them a lit- 
tle of the Flefh Meat. After they have done 
Moulting, you may give them Bread, Egg, 
and ev Hiele Hemp-Seed every other Day, and 
a freth Turf oncea Week. As the Birds are 
of an hardy Nature, this careful Manage- 
ment will preferve them many Years. 
This Bird at full Growth is fix Inches and 
a ill long ; 5 of which the Tail is three 
Inches, 
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_ Anches, and the Bill three Quarters of an 

Inch. When in Flefh it weighs about an 
Ounce and Half. 

The Sky-Lark, as mentioned before, fel- 
dom ails any Thing, but if you perceive him 
at any Time to fcour, dung loofe, grate a 
{mall Matter of old Chcefe among his Victu- 
als, or give him three or four Wood-Lice in 
a Day, ora Spider or two, and in. his Water : 
a little Saffron, or Liquorice; thefe are the 
beft Things that I can recommend ; and 
what will relieve him, tho’ he won’t often 
ftand in Need of any Thing more than good 
Meat and Drink, clean Gravel, and a frefh 
Turf. 


| Several W. ays of catching Sky-Larks. 


To take Pathecs 


‘HEY are Birds which have left their 
Neft three or four Days: To take 
'them, you muft watch in fome convenient 
Place, as much out of the old One’s Sight as 
-poffible ; either ftand clofe in a Hedge, or 
Jie down in the Field, &c. and you will pre- 
fently fee them bring Meat to feed their 
Young; which, as Pian as they- perceive, and 
 obferve them to hover juft over the Grafs, Ge. 
and drop down on a fudden, run in upon, 


* them as faft as you can, where you will ge- 


2 nerally 
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“ nerally find the young Birds; if you mifk 
them, fearch narrowly about, for they will 
creep into fome Hole and lie clofe, or in a 
large Turf of Grafs, &c. fometimes they will 
run away among the Grafs or Corn, exceed- 
ing faft; when they do that, you can very 
feldom catch any: You muft wait for the old 
Cnes bringing them Meat again, but don't 
run in the firft Time, fee if they come two 
or three Times with Meat, and fettle at the 
fame Place ; if at different Places, and at lit- 
tle Diftances from each other, then you may 
be fure the young Ones have ftraggled in the 
Fright, and are at thofe different Places ; you 
may then run in where you judge they are, 
by the conftant coming in of the old Birds, 
which will find them out, and foon get them 
together again. 

When you take any of thefe Birds, put 
them in a large Cage with Hay or coarfe Bran 
at the Bottom, and feed and order them as — 
you do the Neftling. If you find them ful- 
len, that they won't eat, you mutt for a little 
while cram them with Sheep’s Heart, &c, 
they will foon come too. Thefe Birds gene- 
rally prove as good, or better than thofe 
faifed from the Neft, 
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| To take Branchers. 


a W E call all thofe young teh by that 
Name that were bred, and flew that 
Year, about two or three Months old, before 
they have moulted their neftling Feathers ; aN 
what are taken at that Age, before they be- 
gin to moult, -are very good, little inferior to 
the Neftlings, but after they have moulted, 
or in moult when taken, feldom ONE good 
il 
The Time for taking Branchers is in 1 Fune 
or Fuly, with a Hawk, and a Net of about 
eleven or twelve Yards long, and three or 
four broad, with a Line run through the 
Middle of it. There muft be two Perfons, 
one to carry the Hawé, the other to take hold 
of one End of the Line; and when you find 
where Larks lie, get as near to them as you 
can, then hold your Hawk up upon your 
Hand, making him hover his Wings, which 
when they perceive him, will lie very clofe 
tothe Ground; then let one take hold at oné 
End of the Line, and another hold of the 
other End, till you come at the Place where 
they are, holding your Haw up as you go; 
at the Sight of which, they will lie fo clofe 
that you may very eafily draw your Net over 
them. When you have taken them, give 
them Bread, Egg, and bruifed Hemp-Seed ; 
put 
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put in the Bottom of the Cage red Sand, 
and ftrew them a little Meat in the Cage for 
two or three Days, and they will prefently 
become tame. 

Sky-Larks are ‘keh in Flight with Clap- 
Nets in great Numbers. In fome Places they 
take them with a Glafs, called a Larking- 
G/a/s; this they ufe of a Sun-fhiny Day, and 
_ makes great Havock amongft thefe Birds: 
But the moft deftructive Way is in the dark 
Nights with a Net called a Txamme/;  °tis a 
very murdering -Net, taking all Sorts of 
Birds that it comes near, as Partridges, 
Quatls, &c. Larks are Aiwa tel likewife 
with a Noofe made with two Horfe Hairs 
twifted together, which catches them by 
their Neck or Legs, This Way is practifed 
when the Ground is covered with a deep 
Snow. 


/ 


Of the Wood-Lark. 
The Défeription and Character. 


‘HIS Bird is univerfally admired for 
his great Variety of foft and delight- 


ful Notes, that in the Opinion of moft Peo- 


ple, he is the beft Song-Bird found in this 
Kingdom: He isnot only, as fome have faid, 
com-~ 
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comparable to the Nightingale for Singing; 
but, in my Judgment, deferving to be pre- 
ferred before that excellent Bird; and if he 
be hung in the fame Room, will ftrive with 
him for the Maftery; as likewife it fometimes | 
happens in the Woods, where there is a ftrong . 
Contention between thefe two charming Cho- © 
rifters to excel and out-do each other. 

He is of great Beauty, both in Shape and 
Plume: His Breaft and Belly are of a pale 
yellowifh Hair Colour, faintly {potted with 
_ Black; the Back and Head are party-co- 
loured of Black and reddifhYellow, a white 
Line encompaffing the Head from Eye to 
Eye, like a Crown, or Wreath. It is fome- 
thing lefler, and fhorter bodied than the com- 
mon Sky-Lark, and fits upon Trees, which 
that Bird feldom or never does. 


The Marks of the Cock aud Plig 


H E ‘is known by his Size, the biggeft 
| and longeft bodied Bird generally 
_ proving a Cock; and by the Largenefs and 
Length of his Call; the tall Walking of the 
Bird about the Cage; and at Evenings the - 
doubling of his Note, which we call Cud- 
ling, as if he were going to Rooft. Other 
Marks are by the Length of his Heel, the 
Largenefs of hisWing, and by his fetting up 

| the 
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the Crown upon his Head: Some will tell 
you, that thefe are certain Signs of its being 
a Cock ; yet they do not always prove true: 
. But if you hear him fing ftrong, you cannot 
be deceived, for the Hen Bird will fing but 
little. ‘The Ufe of this. is chiefly to know 
thofe Birds that are taken at Flight-Time; - 
becaufe thofe taken at other Seafons, fing 
foon after they are taken, or not atall. I 
cannot give any certain Notes to know the 
Cock from the Hen, whilft Neftlings; unlefs 
it be by that general Remark, that the higheft 
coloured Bird always proves'a Cock, and that 
the biggeft, and longeft bodied, and other 
Marks before mentioned, will hold good in 
fuch young Birds, as well as thofe that are 
full-feathered. This Particular indeed is not ° 
very material, becaufe fo few are brought up 
from the Neft ; it being very difficult, with 
the utmoft Care that can be taken, to raife 
them ; either the Cramp or Scouring kills 
them ; or they die in Moulting. 


The Time and Manner of their Build- 
ing, XC. 

¥ T is a very tender Bird, and yet breeds 
early in the Spring, as foon as the Black- 
Bird, or any other; the young Birds being. 
ready to fly by the Middle of March. They 


build at the Foot of a Buth or a Hedge, or 
in 
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finLays where the Grafs is rank-and dry, un- 
der fome Turf.to,fhelter them from the Wea- 
ther.. Their Nett is made of withered Grafs, | 
fibrous Roots, ,and other fuch like Matter, 
_ with afew. Horfe Hairs within Side .at the 
Bottom, ‘being a fmall, and very indifferent 
#abrick ; it.has|hardly any Hollow or Sides, 
the Bottom .was almoft upon a Level with 
the Top: The whole Compofition did not 
weigh a Quarter of an-Ounce :- The Weight 
of the Bird.a little above an Ounce, _ its 
Length fix Inches, of which the Bill is fome- | 
thing above Half an Inch, and the Tail two 
Inches. She lays four Eggs of a pale Blaom 
Colour, beautifully mottled.and clouded with 
Red, Yellow, &c. 


Of the Yi ung, bow to order i &e. 


HE Wood-Lark, as I faid before, breeds 
very early in the Spring; her young 
Ones are ténderBirds, and.generally four in 
Number: If you are minded to bring them 
up from the Neft, which you will find ex- 
ceeding difficult to.do, .don’t take them too 
foon; not before they are well feathered; be- 
caufe, when theysare too. young; they are 
more fubject to the Cramp and Scouring, 
which commonly.kills them :, Put them into 
.a Baiket witha little, Hay at the Bottom, or 
fome fuch:Thing, , rear they may. lie Flee 
| an 


: 
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and warm, tying them clofeé down: Feed 
them with Sheep’ s Heart, or otherleanFlefh — 
Meat raw, mix’d witha ast boil’d Egg, a lit- 
tle Bread, and Hemp-Seed brurfed or ground, 
all chop’d together as fine as it is poffible to 
do it, and made a little moift with clean Wa- 
ter: ‘Every two Hours, or oftner, give them 
five or fix {mall Bits, taking great Care never 
to overload their tender Stomachs. - Let not. 
their Meat be too ftale, dry, mouldy or fours 
for your Birds fo fed, whether -old or young, 
will never thrive. 

The wild Ones feed upon sn Beetles, Caterpil- 
lars, and other Infedts ; likewife upon Seeds. 
The W ood-Lark, as if fenfible of his own 
melodious Song, will take from no other, un- 
lefs brought up from the Neft; then he may 
be taught the Song of another Bird. 


The Seafons for catching Wood-Larks 
with Nets, and how to order them. ° 


IRST, Branchers, which are Birds that 
+ “Were hatched that Spring, are taken in 
Sune and Fuly, with a Net and a Hawk, 
after the fame Manner as I told you they took 
Sky-Larks. You may find thefe Birds har- 
_bouring about Gravel-Pits, upon Heath and. 
common Land, and in Pafture Fields. For, — 
Fe ear sigs the Haw, ty they: will lie fo clofe, that 
fome- 


- 
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ahiesieres they fuffer themfelves to be took up 
with the Hand. ‘Thefe Birds foon grow tame. 
~ The next Seafon is for Michaelmas Birds, 


which are taken with Clap-Nets in great 


Numbers in September, and are counted bet- 
ter Birds than what are catched at any other 
Time of the Year, becaufe keeping them all 
the Winter, makes them more tame than 
Birds catched in Fanuary or February, and 
will fing longer, eight or nine Months in the 
Year. Wood-Larks, at this Time, commonly 
fly very high, therefore the higheft Ground 
is ufually chofe to lay the Nets upon, like- 
wife in a Cart-Way, or where a Spot of Earth 
is frefh turned up; or fometimes you may 
turn it up on Purpofe. 

A third Seafon for taking Wood-Larks is in 
January; what are caught at that Time, are 
very ftout, good Birds, and will fing in a few 
Days after they are taken, both ftouter and 
louder than one taken in September, but not 


fing fo many Months: Thefe are catch’d with 


the Clap-Net likewife, as they are at Michael- 
mas; and are found at that’Time of the Year, 
lying near a Wood-Side in Pathure Ground, 
where the Sun rifes. 

Wood-Larks are fometimes HRS when iy 
are match’d with their Hen, which, I think, is 
wrong; they fhould by no Means be difturb- 


éedin ‘breeding Time, or when they. are pre- 


eng for it: ‘The End of PATE ‘y ought to 
Hi 2 bs 
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be the lateft Time for taking thefe Birds, ‘be= 
caufe they are early breeding Birds, that if 
the Weather be mild, couple at that Time, 
or foon after; befides, the Bird taken then is 
worth very little; ’tis true, he will fing almoft 
as foon as you have him, by reafon of his 
Ranknefs in accompanying with the Hen, but 
will foon fall off from his Song, and you hear 
but little more from him all that Summer. 

All the Wood-Larks taken at different Sea~ 


fons, muft be fed alike with Hemp-Seed . 


bruifed very fine, and mixed with Bread and 
Ego hard boiled and grated, or chop’d as 
{mall as poffible. When he is firft taken, he 
will be fay for a little Time; you muft fift 
fine red Gravel in the Bottom of his Cage, 
and fcatter fome of his Meat upon it, which 
will'intice him to eat fooner than out of his 
‘Trough; you may leave that off when you 
find he eats out of the latter freely. 

In a great Meafure, order his Diet as the 
_Sky-Lark’s; give him no Turf of Grafs, but 
often fine red Gravel in his Cage; and when 
not well, inftead of that, put Mould full of 


Ants, which is the moft agreeable Live-food 


-ygucan give him. Or give him Meal-Worms, 
- or Hog-Lice, not more than two or three a 
Day; And let him have a little Saffron or Li- 
-’ quorice fometimes in his Water. If he fhould 
{cour, grate Chalk or Cheefe among his Meat, 
and amoneft his Gravel likewife, Ele will eat 

vk any 
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any Kind of Plefh Meat minced fine, and 
ordered as before for fome other Birds, which. 
you may now and then) let him have for 
_ Change of Diet, always leaving fome of his 
conftant’ Meat'in the Cage at the fame Time, 
that he may eat which he will. 

An uncommon Care fhould: be taken of 
preferving this fine Bird, becaufe he is fo very 
- tender, in often thifting his Gravel, Victuals; 
Water, “ | 


Of the Vit-Lark. 
The Defeription and Charatter: 


HIS Bird is lefs than the, Sky-Larf, 

about the Bignefs of the Nightingale ; 
very handfome fhap’d, and finely feathered ; 
_ thatin Beauty few Birds excel him: He fings 
-moft like the Canary-Bird of any what{o- 
ever, whifking, curring, chewing, &c. but his 
‘Song is fhort, and hath no Variety in it. 
Sometimes indeed a Cock Tit-Lark proves a 
very fine Song-Bird, but ’tis very rare, and 
the beft of them fing but four or five Months 
- jn the Year. 
He comes with the Nightingale, about the 
_ End of March, and goes about the Begin- 
- ning 
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ning of September. Before his going away, 
he is apt to grow fat like the Nightingale: He 
is a hardy Bird, and long-lived; if preferved 
with Care, not fubject to Colds or Cramps. 


The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 

N this Kind the Cock is all over more 

yellow than the Hen, but efpecially un- 
der the Throat, on the Breaft, Legs, and 
Soals of the Feet. In Neftlings, they can’t 
well be diftinguifhed by their Colours, there- 
fore muft wait till you hear them begin to 
record their Song, which is the fureft Sign of 
a Cock-Bird. : : 


Of their Nef, &c. 


(iBe® build amongft Grafs, or in the » 
, Corn-Fields ; her Neft is {mall, pretty 
much like the Wood-Lark’s: She lays five or 
fix Eggs of a dark-brown Colour; and has 
young Ones fit to take towards the End of 
May. | ; Gree 
They may be brought up -with the fame 
Meat and Management as young Wood-Larks 
or Nightingales: But I think it hardly worth 
the Trouble, becaufe fo-many are. taken, 
when they firft come to vifit our Part of the 
Mh. | World, 
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World, both with Clap-Nets, and Lime- 
Twigs, as they catch Linnets, Goldfinches, &c. 
When you firft take them, tie the Ends of 
their Wings with Thread, to prevent their — 
fluttering and beating themfelves againft the 
Cage, and they will foon grow tame. Feed 
them as you do the Wood or Sky-Lark: At 
firft give them Hemp-Seed and Bread, made 
very fine and mixed together; hathife Ants — 
Mould in their Cage, Meal-Worms, Sc. ftrew 
their Victuals about their Cage, to allure them 
to eat, and in three or four Days they will 
take it freely enough; and will fing in about 
-aWeek’s Time. Cage them fingle, ina Cage 
ss ale clofer Lie he common Wesd- 
Lark's. hes 


Of the Robin-Red-Breaft. 
Cheha Deferipsion and Charaéier. 


HIS Bird, denominated from its red 
Breatt, is fo well known in almott all 
Countries, that it needs no long Defcription. 
It is by many Perfons efteemed little inferior 
to the Nightingale; the Cock has a {weet 
melodious Song; fo free and fhrill, that very 

‘ few Birds can equal him. ; 
| n 
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In the Winter-Time, when there is a Scar- 
‘city of Meat abroad, to feek its Food, will 
‘enter into Houfes with much Confidence, be- 
ng a very bold Bird, fociable and familiar 
“with Man: But‘in the Summer, when there 
is Plenty of Food in the Woods, and it is 
not pinched with Cold, will withdraw itfelf 
into the moft defert Places, being a folitary 
‘Bird, that loves to feed fingly ;: and lives upon 
“Worms and other Infeéts, Ants, and their 
Eggs, Crumbs of Bread, &c. Notwithftanding 
thefe Birds are faid to withdraw from Houfes 
into the Woods in Summer-Time, as indeed — 
_ ‘fome of them do, yet are there:a great many — 
‘that ‘breed and harbour about Farm-Yards, 
and Out-Houfes all the Year round. — 


Lhe Marks of the Cock and Hen. 


wee Cack may be known by his Breaft, 
being of a deeper Red than the Hen’s, 
and the Red going up farther upon the Head ; 
and fome fay, by the Colour of his Legs, 
which are darker, and by certain Hairs which 
grow on-each Side of his Bill. His bright red 
Breaft isa Mark that may be depended upon ; 
the other do not always anfwer. The Cock 
is likewife of a darker Olive-Colour upon the 
upper Surface of his. whole Body. 


Tbe 
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The Time and Manner of building 
| their Weft, &c. 


Abas Robin has young Ones by the End 
of April, or Beginning of May. She 
builds in a Barn, or Gut-houfe; fometimes 
in a Bank or Hedge; and likewife in the 
Woods: Her Neft is made with coarfe Mate- 
rials ; the Outfide of dry green Mofs, inter- 
_ mixed with coarfeWool, {mall dry’d Sticks, 
Straws, dry’d Leaves, Peelings from young 
_ Trees, and other dry’d Stuff; with a few 
Horfe Hairs within Side: It had a very little 
Hollow, hardly an Inch deep, and about 
three wide ; the compleat Neft weighed eleven 
Drachms. Another, whofe Dimenfions were 
equal with this, was Half a Drachm lighter. . 
The Bird is fix Inches long, of which the 
Bill was little more than Half an Inch, and 
the Tail two and an Half long. She lays 
commonly, either five or fix Eggs, but fome- 
times’ no more than four, never lefs, of a 
Cream Colour, fprinkled all over with fine 
redifh yellow ‘Spots ; at the blunt End fo 
thick, that they appear almoft all in one. 


Of the Young, how to order them, &e. 


| At the Beginning of May, the Rodin 
| ufually has- young Ones fit to take, 

- five or fix in Number: You may take them 
| at 
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at ten or twelve Days old ; if you let them 
lie too long, they are apt to be fullen; keep 
them warm in a little Bafket, with Hay at 
the Bottom; feed them with theWood-Lark’s 
Meat, or as you bring up young Night- 
ingales; let their Meat be minced very fmall, 
as ordered for other Birds, giving them but 
littl at a Time; if you over-load their 
tender Stomachs, it will diforder the Birds ; 
when they are grown ftrong, cage ee 
in a Cage, like the Nightingales or Wood- 
Lark's ; it fhould be fomething clofer wi- 
ered, and let them. have Mofs at the Bot- 
tom; and, in all Refpects, keep and or-. 
der them like the Nightingale >} When they 
feed themfelves, you may try them with 
the Wood-Lark’s Meat, becaufe fome of 
thefe Birds like it better than the Maker. 
ingale’s. | 


Os their Difeases and Cure. 


prey are very much fubjeét to the > 
Cramp and Giddinefs; for the Cure 
of the former, give them a Meal-Worm 
-now and then; for the latter, fix or feven 
-Earwiggs in a Week. 
‘There are many Kinds of Infects that 
Birds will eat greedily, and very probably 
would relieve them under Maladies, could 
ey 
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they be conveniently procured at all Times, 
fuch as young, f{mooth Caterpillars (a Rodin 
will not touch a hairy one) fome Sorts of 
Spiders, Ants, &c. but I know of no Infe& 
that is more innocent, or agrees better with 
Birds in general than the Meal-Worm, 
which may be had with little Trouble at the 
Meal-Shops almoft at any Time. ‘The Ear- 
wig I do not approve of, that Infeé& is armed 
in the Tail with a Pair of very fharp For- 
ceps of Knippers, which it can clafp toge- 
_ ther, .and may wound or hurt the. Bird. 
Above all, to prevent Difeafes, be fure to 
_ keep him clean and warm, taking Care ne- 
ver to let him want Water or wholefome 
Food, and fometimes a little Saffron or Li- 
quorice in his Water, which will make him 
chearful, long-winded, and Help him very 

much in his Song. 

A young One brought up Fearn the Neft, 
may be taught to pipe or whiftle finely ; but 
I prefer his own natural Song to thofe that 
are taught him, becaufe it is an exceeding 
good one. 
Robins are taken with Lime-T wigs, and 
likewife with the Trap-Cage; by this laft, 
great Numbers are en{nared. 

An old Bird, when he is caught, is aus to 
be fullen ; when you put him in a Cage, 
will not fing, but a young Cock Bird+will 
fing in a few Days. What Birds you catch 

Rec: in 


é 
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in your Traps, feed and order them as you 
do the Nightingales. 


Of the Red-Pole. 
The Defeription and Charaéter. 


HE Red-Pole isa very fmall, but an 
exceeding pretty feathered Bird: The 
Head and Breaft of the Cock are of a fine 
Red: The Hen has a Red Head likewife, 
but not of {fo bright a Colour; ’tis not a very 
fine Bird for finging, but has a pretty chat- 
tering Sort of a Song, I can’t call it very’ 
melodious, yet they are often kept in Ca- 
ges, and eat the fame Sort of Seeds as the 
Linnet or Chafinch. Weare not fure that | 
thefe Birds build in England; they are 
found here in Winter, but go away again 
in the Spying. I never faw or heard of any 
of their Nefts being found; I rather be- 
lieve they come to fhun the Cold, as the 
LAberdivine, Twite, and fome other Birds do. 
They are taken as they catch Lznnets, Gold- 
finches, and. other {mall Birds. Mr, W2/- 
lughby has not the Red-Pole in his Col- 
lection, defcribed by that Name, or any 
other that will exactly anfwer; but I be- 
® ' heve 
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lieve it to be the fame with what he:calls 
the Lefer Red-beaded Linnet ; his Defcrip- 
tion of that, agreeing in many Particulars 
with this Bird, which is as follows: This, 
fays he, is leffer than the precedent, meaning 
the Greater-Red-beaded Linnet, which he 
makes leffer than the common, and will a- 
gree very well with the Size of the Red-Pole ; 
the Back coloured like the common Liunet ; 
the Forehead adorned with a remarkable 
fhining red Spot; the Bill like that of the 
Great Red Linnet, but lefs; the Breaft red; 
the lower Belly white; the prime Feathers 
of the Wings and Tails dufky; the Tail 
about two Inches long, and fomething fork- 
ed; the outmoft Borders of the Wing and 
‘Tail-Feathers round are white; theLegs and 
Feet are dufky ; the Claws black and long, 
for the Bignefs of the Bird, but the Legs 
very fhort. 

In this Kind, the Female alfo hath a Spot 


‘on her-Head, but more dilute than that of 


the Cock, and of a Saffron Colour. 
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Of the Red-Start, e 


The Deferipcion; Character, | and 
. Marks of the Cock and Hen. 


; I is.a {mall Bird, fomething leffer than the 
Robin-Red-Breaj, The Cock is. very 
beautiful, his Breaft, Rump, and Tail are 
of -a fine Red; the Back, Neck, and hind 
Part of the. Head of ‘a Aan Colour ; the 
fore Part of his Head and Throat of a Jet 
Black, and has a white Mark upon his Pole. 
The Hen is a beautiful Bird likewife, but 
' partakes more of the Colour of the Nighzin- 
gale, with a red Tail, fomething fainter 
than the Cock’s. The Cock | is known at all 
Times from the Hen, by his black Head, | 
that Mark being peculiar .to the Male only. 
He fings fweetly, and has cies Notes, very | 
pleafant to hear. 


Of their Breeding ; wher to take, 
and how to order the Xe oung, Xc, 


ane ESE Birds breed in ue, have young 
Ones fit to take by the Middle of that 
Month. cee build their Nefts in the 

Holes 


“ , 
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Holes of old Walls, Trees, &c. Their Eggs 
are like the Hedge-Sparrow’s, but of a paler 
Blue, and not fo big. 

This Bird is faid to be fo dogged and 
fallen a Temper, that if taken when old, 
will not for fome Days look at his Meat; 
and when he feeds himfelf, will fometimes 
continue a whole Month veithont finging ; 
but if brought up young, they become \gen- 
_ tle and tame; and with regard to her. Neft, 
they fay, the is the fhieft of all Birds; for 
if fhe perceives you to mind her when fhe 
is building, fhe will forfake what the hath 
begun; and if you touch an Egg, never 
. comes to her Neft-more ; and if you touch 
the young Ones, will either ftarve or throw 
them out of the Neft, and break their Necks, 
‘as Mr. Willughby fays, he found by Expe- 
rince more than once. 

The Young are to be taken’ at ten Days 
old, and are to be fed and ordered as the 
Nightingale or Robin-Red-Breaft. Keep them 
warm, and they will fing in the Night as 
well as in the Day, and will learn to whittle, 
and imitate other Birds: When wild it feeds 

_ upon Infects, &c. like the Rodin or Nighr- 
ingale, and ‘tis thought comes to us in Sum- 
mer Time, and goes away in the Winter; 

of which Matter I own my‘felf ignorant. 


ef! 
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Of the Common Wren. 


The Defcription and Charaéer. 


XCEPTING it be the Golden-Crown’d- 
Wren, this is the {malleft Bird found 

in this Kingdom; it weighs about three 
Drachms; its Length, from the Point of the 
Bill to the End of the Tail, is four Inches 
and an Half. He commonly creeps about 
Hedges and Holes, making but fhort Flights, 
and if it be driven from the Hedges, may 
eafily be tired and run down. It will fit 
‘upon a Barn or Tree, &c. about a Farmer’s 


~ Yard, where it moftly frequents, and fing 


- exceeding fine; and being kept in a Cage 
it will fing very fweetly, and with a higher 
and louder Voice, ‘than one would think for 
its Strength and Bignefs, and is a very pleafing 
Bird, that will fing a great many Months in 
the Year. Some Perfons have kept thefe 
Birds a great. while in a Cage, and have 
had them fing as ftout as if they were in the 
Fields. | 


The 


Wrerr, Cock Hen, and E LE 
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The Marks of the Cock and Bork 


Le E Cock is of a dark Brown upon the 
Head and Back; his Breaft and Belly 
whitifh; the Tail and Wings are varied with 
a bright Yellow, and blackifh Lines. -The 
Bird with the largeft Eye is generally thought 
to bea Cock. ‘The Hen Bird is all over of 
a redifh Brown Colour, excepting the Lines 
a-crofs her Tail and: Wings, which are black 
and redifh. The Difference in young Birds 
can hardly_be known till the Cocks begin to 
record and fing. | 


The Time and Manner of their Build- 
ing, &Xc. | 


eng Wren has young Ones in May ; 
fhe builds her Neft fometimes by the 
Walls of Houfes, in the Back-Sides of Sta- 
bles, or other Out-Houfes, but more com- 
monly in Woods and Hedges, in a very ar- 
tificial Manner, having the Form of a Su- 
gar Loaf; without of Mofs, within of Hair, 
Wool, or Feathers, and hath in the Middle 
of the Side a Door or Paffage, by which 
it goes in and out; fhe lays a great Num- 
ber of Eggs, fometimes fifteen or fixteen, 
but many Times hatches not above half - 
re K that. 
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that Number; they are very fmall white 
Eges, fprinkled ah over with {mall pale red 
Spots, 


Of. the ¥ oune, how to order them, Xe. — 


ie you are minded to bring up a Neft of 
Wrens, \et them be very well feathered 
before you take them: They are to be fed 
and reared like the young Nightingales, giv- 
ing them often, and but little at a Time, 
one or two very {mall Bits. . When they are 
grown fit for a Cage, let them have a large 
one made with very clofe Wier; one Side of 
which fhould be made like unto a Squirrel 
Houfe, and have it lined with any ‘Thing 
that is warm, Keep them contftantly to the 
Nightingale’s Food; and there is no Queftion 
but they will anfwer your Expectation ; you 
miuft take the fame Care in keeping them 
clean and warm as of young Nightingales. | 
And if at any Time they are fick, give them 
two or three Flies, or a {mall Spider or two, 
but not too many Infedts. 
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of the Nightingale 


, The Deferipio at Character. 


N Otwithftanding the particular Fancy of 
divers Perfons, for this or that Bird 
which they efteem and prefer to all. others, 
the Nightingale, by the Generality of Man- 
_ ‘kind, is ftill accounted the Chief of all fing- 
Ing Birds: He fends forth his pleafant Notes 

with fo lavith a Freedom, that he makes 
even the Woods to echo with his melodious 
Voice; and this delightful Bird, {corning to 
be out-done, will not yield to any Compe- 
titor, either of Birds or Men; the Wood- 
Lark is his greateft Antagonift, between 
whom there fometimes happens fuch a Con- 
tention for Maftery, each {triving to outvy 
the other, that, like true bred Cocks, they 
feem refolved to die rather than lofe the 
Victory ; if the former carries it in Stoutnefs 
and Freenefs of Song, {b does the latter in 
his pleafing Variety of foft t warbling harmo- 
nious Notes, in which, to my F ancy, none 
excels, or is equal to him. 

The Nightingale is not fo remarkable for 
any Variety or Beauty of Colours, but well 


known from its finging by Night : In Size 
| K 2 he 
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he is about the Bignefs of the Goldfinch, 
fomething longer bodied. 

Thefe Birds are not feen in this Kingdom 
in the Winter-Time ; where they are when 
abfent from us, is altogether unknown: They 
come towards the latter End of March, or 
Beginning of 4pri/, and leave us at the lat- 
ter End of the Summer. ‘Thofe that are kept 
~ here in Cages will fing feven or eight Months 
in the Year, from the Beginning of Novem- 
ber till Midfummer : There mutt be a great 
deal of Care taken to keep them clean and 
warm, and they will fing all the Winter. 


Zhe Marks of the Cock and Hen. 


Tae are no particular Marks in 
their Colours to know them by; but 
as in other Birds, fo in thefe, the Cock is 
of a deeper and brighter Colour than the 
Hen, which, when feen together, may eafily 
be perceived, and is fomething larger. In 
Neftlings the Cock may be known by this 
Token; after he hath eaten, he will get up- 
on the Perch, and begin to tune or record 
to himfelf, which you may obferve by the 
Motion of his Throat ; whereas the Hen at 
firft records little, or not at all. 


The 
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The Time and Manner of building 
their Neft, &c. : 


ig Bee have young Ones ufually by 
& the Middle of May, build in a clofe, 
thick Hedge, pretty low, a little above the 
Edge of the Bank, and moft commonly 
where Briars, Thorns, Butfhes, and fuch like 


Things grow very thick, to fence them from 


their Enemies, making their Neft of the 
Leaves of Trees, Straws, and Mofs, and 
lay Eges of a brown Nutmeg Colour. ... 

It feldom fings near its Neft, for Fear of 
_difcovering it, but, for the moft-part, about 
a Stone’s Caft diftant. It frequents cool and 
fhady Places, where are little Rivulets of 
Water, fuch as quick-fet Hedges, fmall 
Groves and Bufhes, where are no very high 
Trees; for it delights in no high Trees, ex- 
cept the Oak. 

_ To find the Nightingale’s Neft, obferve 
whete the Cock fings, and if fhe fings long 
in a Place, then the Hen is not far off; but 
if he hath young Ones, he will now and 
then be miffing; and the Hen, when you 
are near her Neft, will fweet and cur; but 
if. you have fearched long, and cannot find 
it, try this Experiment; flick two or three 

Meal-Worms upon the Thorns, nearwhere 
| : you 
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you find the Cock moft frequents, and ftand 
ftill, or lie down clofe, keeping the Worms 
in View, and obferve when he comes to 
take them, which Way he carries them, 
liften, and you will hear the Young when 
the old Ones feed them, for they make a 
great Noife for fo fmall a Bird. When you 


' have found the Neft, if they be not fledged 


enough, touch them not, if you do, they 
will not ftay long, the old Ones will intice 
them out. 


Of the Young, how to order them, &c. 


ae iste Nightingale has five young Ones 
A ata Breeding; they fhould not be 
taken till they are fledged almoft as well as 
the old Ones; and though they are apt to 
be fullen, and refufe their Meat. when they 
are fo old, you may open their Mouths, 
and give them two or three {mall Pieces at 
a Time, and ina few Days they will come 
to, and feed themfelves: If you take them 
too young, they are fubject to the Cramp 
and Loofenefs, which makes their Feathers 
mat together, and kills the Birds. When 

ou take them, put the Neft in a little Bat 
‘ee and keep the Birds covered up warm,. 
for they are very tender, and without fuch 
Care the Cold will kill them. Feed them 
me every 
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- every two Hours, giving them two or three — 
{mall Bits at a Time: Let their Meat be 
Sheep's Heart, or other Flefh Meat raw, chop- 
ped very fine, (well cleanfed: and freed from 
Skin, Sinews, and Fat or Strings, which will 
be-apt to ftick in their Throats, or twine a- 
bout their Tongues, and caufe them to fall 
off from their Meat, &c.) mixed with Hens 
Eggs hard boiled. 

In a few Days they will take their Meat 
off from the Stick themfelves ; you may then 
cage them in the Nightingale’s. Back Cage. 
~ Let them have a Jittle Straw or dry Mofs 
in the Bottom of the Cage; but when they 
come to be large, give them Ants Mould as 
you do the old Ones: You may learn them 
to feed upon fome Kind of Infects, fuch as 
Meal-Worms, Spiders, Ants, &c. being very 
ufeful when they are fick ; I do not approve ~ 
of giving them much of ‘that Sort of Food 
when well. 


of the Nightingale’s Difeafes, and 


‘their Cure. 


J RST, ita, that the principal Thing 
which caufes moft Difeafes, not only 

in Nightingales, but in other Birds kept for 
Singing: is, aS mentioned before, Want of 
keeping 
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keeping’ them clean and neat, whereby they. 
clog their Feet, which caufes the Claws of 
feveral to rot off, and breeds the Cramp and. 
Gout in others, and makes them never thrive, 
nor delight in themfelves. No Birds can be 
kept too clean and neat, therefore be. fure 
to let them have twice a Week Gravel at 
the Bottom of the Cage, and let it be very 
dry when you put it in, for then it will not 
be fubject to clog. | | 

In Autumn this Bird is apt to grow ex-) 
traordinary fat and foggy, that fometimes he 
will hardly touch his Meat for a Fortnight 
or more’; “during that Time give him three 
Times'a Week Meal-Worms, two or three 
ata Time, or Worms taken out of Pidgeon- 
Houfes, or’ two ‘or three Spiders a Day, 
which will purge and cleanfe him well. 
Upon the falling of his Fat he muft be 
kept warm, and ‘have a little Saffron in his 
Water. To raife them when they are very: 
lean and poor, give them Figs chopped 
fmall among their Meat, continuing no 
fonger than till they have recovered their 
Pree 8 hi 
When they have been kept two or three 
Years in a Cage, they are very fubject to the 
Gout; anoint their Feet with frefh Butter 
or Capon’s Greafe, three or four Days to- 
gether, and it is a certain Cure for them. 
Thy at They 
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| They are fubje& likewife to breakings out 
about their Eyes and Nib, as which ufe 
the fame. 

If they grow melancholy, ae into their 
Water fome white Sugar-Candy ; if that 
will not do, befides their conftant Meat of 
Sheep's Heart, &c. give them three or four 
Meal-Worms a Day, and a few Ants and 
Ants.Egg, and fome of their Mould at the 
Bottom of the Cage: Alfo boil a new-laid 
Egg, and chop it fmall, and ftrew it among. 
_ the Ants and their Egos, and let them have 
Saffron in their Water. 

The Nightingale is fometimes E aibted 
with a Straitnefs or Strangling of the Breatt, 
which comes very often for Want of Care 
in making his Meat, by mincing Fat there- — 
with, or by reafon of fome Sinew or Thread 
of the Sheep’s Heart, for Want of well 
fhredding, hanging in his Throat, or clafp- 
ing about his Tongue, which caufeth him 
to forfake his Meat, and grow very poor 
in a fhort Time ; when you perceive this, 
which is known by the Bird’s gaping, and 
the unufual beating and panting of his 
Breaft, take him gently out of his Cage, 
and open his Bill with a Quill, and un- 

loofen any String or Piece of Flefh that 
may hang about his Tongue or Throat: 
After you have taken it away, give him 
fome. waite Sugar-Candy in his Water, or 

L elfe 
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elfe diffolve it, and moiften his Meat, which : 

is a prefent Remedy. to any Thing? that is 


amifs. 


How to tahe Branchers fed ald Night 
 ingales, and to ord der them when, 
Pa 


HE former are to be catch’d in uly, 
or. Beginning of Auguff, the latter at 

the End of March, or Beginning of April; — 
thofe taken in March, or before the rath of 
April, are counted the beft Birds. What are 
catch’d after the 12th of that Month, when 
the Cocks are matched with the Hens, by 
reafon of their Ranknefs, | feldom come to any 
‘Thing, it being very difficult to preferve them. 
When you have found the Birds Haunts, 
which is ufually in a Wood, Coppice, or 
quick-fet Hedge, you may take them by the 
Trap-Cage, made on Purpofe for catching . 
of Nightingales, baited with a Meal-Worm: ~ 
Place your ‘Trap as near where the Bird 
fings as you can; if itis in the Middle of the 
_ Hedge, ora Place where he ufed to feed, be- 
fore you . fix the Trap, turn up the Earth a- 
bout twice the Bignets ofthe Trap; for where 
the Ground is new turned up, there they look 
for Food, and efpying the Worm they come 
prefently to it; if they come not foon, then 
tam cy a frefh’ Spot of Earth, as ‘big again 
as 
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as the former, and you will quickly have | 
them, for they will not leave the Place where ~ 
' they ufe to refort. It is proper to this Bird, 
as they fay, at his firft coming, to fettle; or 
feize upon one Place as its Freehold, . into 
which it will not admit any other Nightin- 
gale but its Mate. 

- Thefe Birds are taken likewife with Limes 
Twigs, by placing them upon the Hedge; 
near where they fing, with Meal-Worms 
_faftened at proper*Places, to allure them to 
. the Snare; but I think the Trap-Cage is a 
great deal the beft Way of catching them: 
, As foon,as you have taken one, . tie the 
Tips of his Wings with fome Thread, not 
ftraining 1 it too hard, to prevent his beating 
himfelf ‘againft the Top and Wires of the 
Cage; he will grow tame the fooner for it; 
and be more apt toeat his Meat: You fhould 
put him in a Nightingale’s Back Cage, or if 
an open one, darken one Side with Cloth, or 
Paper; and at firft hang him in fome private 
Place; that, he be not difturbed.. Feed him 
once in an Hour and Half, or two Hours; 
with Sheep’s Heart and Eps fhred {mall and 
_ fine, mingling amongft the fame, fome Ants; 
or Meal-Worms. And becaufe no Nightiz- 
gale will at firft eat any Sheep’s. Heart.or 
Egg, but muit be brought to it by Degrees, 
his Food being live Meat, as Worms, Ants, 
Caterpillars, or Flies ; shcantene; taking’ the 
eae | Bird 
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Bird in your Hand, you mutt open his Bill 
with a Stick made thin at one End, and give 
him three, four, or five Pieces, according as 
he takes them, as big as Peas; then fet him 
fome Meat mingled with Store of Ants, ‘that 
when he goes to pick up the Ants, he may ~ 
eat fome of the Heart and Egg with it: At 
the firft you may fhred three or four Meal- 
Worms in his Meat, the better to intice him, 
that fo he may eat fome of the Sheep’s Heart 
by little and little, and when you perceive 
him to eat freely, give him the lefs Ants, &c. 
in his Meat, and at laft, nothing but Sheep’s 
Heart and Egg. You fhould take fome of 
this Meat with you when you go te catch 
Nightingales, and in an Hour or two after 
they are taken, you muft force them to eat,. 
by opening their Mouth and craming them, 
taking Care that their Meat be not too dry $ 
moiften it with {prinkling a little clean Water 
upon it, as you prepare it. Remember when 
you firft take a Bird to clear his Vent from 
Feathers, by pulling, or cutting them off, o- 
therwife he will be fubje&t to clog and bake 
up his Vent, which is fudden Death. Birds 
that are long a feeding, and make no Cur- 
ring or Sweeting for eight or ten Days, feldom 
prove good ; but on the contrary, they give 
great Hopes of proving well when they take . 
their Meat kindly, and are familiar, and not - 
a oe ey eee ne 
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of themfelves seid bile much Trouble. This 

is a fure Token of their proving excellent 

Birds; “when they will feed in a few Hours, 

or high next Day after they are: taken, : aind 

fing in two or three Days} thofe never:prove 

bark You muft’ tie the: Wings of the Bird 
no laneere thaia te hei iS- aoe tame, 


“Of the Red. Gidebeak. 


of the Vitglia- Nightingale, bgied 
+ bikewife, the RedeBird, « 


The Defeription and Charabier. 


ie is near as big as the. common’ Songs 
: Thrufo: ‘The Bafis of his Bill is encom- 
paffed with a Border of black Feathers reach~ 
ing totheEyes: It hath a large Head adorned 
with a high towering Creft,.of a bright Scar- 
let Colour, as is alfo the whole Bird, except, 
the Back, fome' ‘Part of the Wings and» the 
Tail, which are of a more ditty and brownith 
Red. The Birdsare brought fromV¥. izinia, | 
New England, and other Parts of North A- 
- merica, where they-catch them : as we'd Larks 
in’ England, by fweeping away the Snow, and - 
baiting the Placelvith Pa sh bee ‘Wheat,. ees 
ACS 
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It hath an agreeable melodious Song, with 
fome Notes like the Englifh Nightingale. 
The Hen is not fo beautiful as the Cock, 
being more brown, with a Tin@ure of red : 
Thefe fing when in Cages, as well as the. 
Cocks, and are brought over with them. 

Its Strength with its Bill is furprizing, i 
being able to crack the Stones of Monde, 
Olives, and Indian Maiz, very expeditioutly, 
the Kernels of which it is very fond of. In 
England they bring it to feed upoh Hemp, 


- or Canary-Seeds ;- it will eat alfo the Wood-— 


Lark's, or Nightingale’s Food. There are 
Perfonis with us that highly value thefe Birds, 
which makes them fometimes fell at a great 
Price. I have heard of thofe that have at- 
tempted to breed them in England, but ntade » 
little of it. If your Bird fhould be fick, a 
Spider or Meal-Worm will relieve him! 


Of the Yellow-Ha ammer. 


‘The Dufbrithion ahd CharaGer. 


| I T is equal to the Chafinch in Bignefs: Both 

Cock and Hen are beautiful Birds; and . 
the Cock will fing very prettily, when inthe ~ 
Fields, but is not kept very common in a 
Cage; yet he is no contemptible Bird; be- 
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_ fides his Song, his fine Feathers are enough 
ro recommend him: A lovely Yellow adorns 
his Head, Throat, Breaft, and Belly; his. 
Back and Wings are pretty much like the 
_ Linnet’s. The Hen is of a paler Colour all 
over her Body, and the Parts that are of a 
fine Yellow in the Cock, in the Hen are of a 
dirty Green. | 5 BER 
Thefe Birds build upon the Ground, at the 
Side of a River, Pond, or Brook; they make 
a large flat, ordinary Neft; with Mofs, dry’d 
Roots of Grafs, Weeds, &c. with Horfe Hair 
intermixed ; more of the latter than I ever. 
obferved any other Bird to make ufeof. She 
lays fix or feven white Eggs, veined and 
{potted ‘with black. Her young Ones are 
ufually fit to take by the Beginning of May; 
you may let them be ten or twelve Days old 
before you take them. Feed them with Fleth 
Meat minced very fine, as you prepare it for 
other fmall Birds; or you may bring them 
up with the I7¢, or Wood-Lark's Meat; they 
will eat likewife Worms cut in fmall Pieces, 
which Food agrees very well with them. 
. Thefe Birds are common every where in 
England; for the moft Part, they abide on 
the Ground, feeking their Food there, of 
Worms, Seeds, and other Things. 
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of the. Read-Sparrow. 


The Deferipsion and Charaéter. 


pHs Bird in Bignels is equal to the 
Cha afinch? The Cock has a black Head 
and ae ‘A Ring of White encompatles 
the Neck: His Breaft and Bey. are white, 
{potted with reddith-brown Spots: ‘The Back 
‘of a dutky Brown,” with black Spots: The 
Pinion of his Wing is of a reddith Colour ; 
- the reft of the Wine and'Tail, are ‘of a dark 
Brown: The Hen, as in moft Birds, is not 
fo fair coloured? "The Ring about her Neck 


is darker, ‘and fearce' appearing, and her a 


Head is not black like the Cock’s. 
* ‘They frequent ‘the? Reeds ‘by. the Rivers 
Sides, where they breed, hanging their Nefts 
between the Reeds; they are-chearful, merry 
Birds, and fing: finely.» “When we walk in 
Summer-Time by the Sides of the River, ge- 
nerally prefent us with an agreeable Harmo- 
ny. They are: ‘not kept very common‘ in 
Cages, therefore’’tis not tet ot to dwell _ 
any longer upon this Bird. | “Her: EggsinCo- 
Jour are ¢ like the tinier ane $- 
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_ Tbe Defeription and Charatier, 


E is‘about! the Size of the Robin-Red-, 

Breajft; has a pretty long flender Bill, 
of a dufky or blackith Colour: The upper 
Side of his Body is party-coloured, of Black, 
and dirty Red; and his Breaft of a Blue, or 
Lead Colour: This Bird is as well known 
as any of our fmall Birds, being found al- 
moft in every Buth, that hardly a. Boy that 
fearches the Hedges, but can give an Ac- 
count of its Neft, Eggs, &c. therefore would 
feem unneceflary for me to take any Notice 
of it, but that I think the Hedge-Sparrow, 
too much neglected; no Bird is more de-. 
{pifed ; Iam fure he ought to.be more va- 
lued ; ‘he is a very pleafant Song-Bird, fings 
fweetly, and has a great Variety of pretty 
Notes: I have known them kept in Cages by 
fome curious Perfons, and much valued for 
their fine Singing; a great many People cage 
worfe, and account them good Birds : Tis 
- Plenty that lefiens the Worth. of this Bird, 
as of every Thing elfe, though ever {o valu- 
able in itfelf. ‘THe Hen is known from the 
Cock, by a fainter Breaft, and being of a 
brighter Colour on the Back. 


Miah Of 
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Of their Building. &Xc. Their Young; 
and how to order them. | 


HESE Bitds, as 4 faid Before: build 
ther Neft almoft in every Hedge, 
low, and open, that it may be found with 
little Difficulty. It confifts chiefly of fine. 
green Mofs, platted with a,litthke Wool and 
Hair ; tis not of fo curious a Model as fome 
are. The Hen lays commonly five Eggs, of 
a fine pale Blue, or Sea-Green Colour. She 
has young Ones at the End of April or Be- 
ginning of Afay: Take them at nine or ten 
. Days old, and feed them with Bread and 
Flefh-Meat, chop’d very fine, and mixed to- — 
gether, made moilft, as for other Birds: Or 
you may bring them up with the % ood-Lark’ e 
Victuals. 
If the Cock is brought up under fome fine 
Song-Bird, he will take his Song, and an{wer 
your : Expectation. 
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Of the Aberdivine, 
Lhe Defeription and Chara&ter. 


] N Size and Colour, it is:pretty much like 

the Canary-Bird, only the Cock has a 
black Spot upomhis Head; and a little Black 
under his Throat. The ‘Hen is more upon 
. the Grey, and hasa fpotted ‘Breaft-and Belly. 
They are lively, merry Birds, and fing very 
prettily, and are frequently kept j in Cages. 

Thefe | irds do not breed any where in 
England that ever I heard of, but fhift Places 
according to the Seafon of the Year; they 
vifit our Parts in the Winter-Time, and leavé 
us in the Spring. ‘They frequent the Alder- 
‘Trees, &c. by the River-Side: The Bird- 
catchers takethem up as they do Linnets, Gold- 
. finches, &c, and feed them like thofe Birds. 
It is of a very mild Nature, and not at all 
crafty, fo that it is eafily: taken ‘by “24 Rind 
of Engine or Deceit. 

Mr. Willoughby calls it Sifein. Tei is, fays 
he, kept i in Cages for its Singing, and is com- 
mon in Germany and England. At Viennain 
- Auftria, they call it Seife/, a Name not much 
‘different from our Eingli{h Sifkin. In Suffex . 
itis known by the Name of Barley-Bird, fo 
called, becaufe if'comes to them in Barley-- 

fo Time, a 
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Of the Canary-Bird. 
The Defcription and Charafter. 


FiIS Bird has its Name from Canaria, 

an Ifland of the Atlantick Sea; one of 

thofe which the Ancients, for the excellent 
Temperature of the Air, called Fortunate ; 
all thofe Ifands which they fo named, being 
now called the Canaries : From whence thefe 
Birds were firft brought into Europe, and 
from no other Place: But now they are bred 
in Germany, France, and England ; and each 

of thofe Countries have improved the Breed ; 
for what are there produced, exceed theBirds 
brought from their original, natural Climate, 
both in Beauty and Song; among which, 
the Englifb-bred Birds are net inferior to the 
 beft, being of a more hardy Nature, and 
better for Breeding than thofe of any other 
Country, and as good in Song. | 
The Cock of this Kind hath avery fweet 
and thrill Note, which, at one Breath, cone 
tinued a long Time without Intermiffion, ‘it 
can draw out fometimes in Length, fome- 
times raife very high, by a various, and al- 
moft mufical Inflexion of its Voice, making 
very pleafant and artificial Melody. os 
¢ 


~ 
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The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 


4) Ble Fore-part of his Head, his Throat, 
- Pinion of the Wing, and Rump, are 
of a brighter Yellow than in the Hen: Which 
Marks will hold good, let the Birds be of 
what Sort they will; they always have a 
little Yellow above their Bills, under their 
Throats, &c. of a ftrong deep Yellow in the 
Cock; in the Hen of a much paler Colour. 
There is a Difference likewife in their Vents; 


-if you blow the Feathers in both, you may 


perceive his to appear longer than that of the 


Hen’s. 


~~ Another Mark of a Male Bird is his Size ; 


the biggeft ‘and longeft bodied Bird feldom 
fails of proving a Cock ; efpecially if his 
Gefture and Carriage be fprightly and ma- 
jeftick; and if he often extends his Neck and 
Head with Life and Vigour, then you may 


depend upon its being a Cock-Bird. Befides 


all this, you may know him by his fine Sie- 


' ing, in which you can’t well be deceived, for 
the Hens do not fing, or fo indifferently, that | 


‘tis not deferving of the Name of a Song ; 


~ and whenever the Cock fings, if you obferve 


his Throat, you will fee it-{well and play all 
the Time he 1s warbling out his pretty Notes. | 
But let the Hen fing either well or ill, this 
Motion is never obfervedin her Throat, This 
one Note will be fufficient to direct you to 
ra Ae choole 
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choofe a Cock-Bird at all Times ; when you 
will find, for the Generality, all the other 
~ Marks to correfpond suit 19 


_. Dire&tions for choofing a Canary-Bird ; ey 
_ andio know if he be in Health. — 


HE moft beaitiful feathered Birds are 
of a bright lovely Yellow, with Jet- 
Black Spots. The nextis the Mea/y-Bird, fo 
named fromthe mealy Kind of Colour which 
feems to cover his’ Feathers. ‘The third Sort 
are called Mottled-Birds; their chief Colour 
is white, mottled with black or brownith 
Spots. Befides thefe, fome are all -yellow, 
others all white, and fome grey, &c. Thefe 
laft, for Colour, are the leaft valued, but - 
often prove as good in Song, as the fineft 
feathered of themall: The Choice of a good 
Bird not depending in the leaft on the Co- 
lour, that being merely Fancy. 
For Health, “take a Bird that appears with 
Life and Boldnefs, {tanding like a Sparrow- 
Hawk, not fubje& to be feared at every 
Thing that ftirs: Therefore when you ob- 
ferve him, approach not too near the Cage, 
left by a Motion of. the Hand, or otherwile, 
you difturb. him. It will make the Bird, tho’ 
not well, appear fprightly, and in Health for 
a little Time; but if you ftand ‘quiet; and- 


at a proper Samat you may foon difcover 
whether 
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whether it is the Effect of Fear, or the na- 
tural Spirit of the Bird: If he ftands up bold- 
ly, without crouching or fhrinking his Fea- 
thers; If his Eyes look chearful, and not 
drowfy, they are good Signs of a healthful 
Bird: But on the contrary, ifhe be apt to - 
clap his Head under his Wing, and ftand all 
of an Heap, you may be fure he is not well, 

Obferve likewife his Dung ; which when 
he is in perfect Health, will be round and 
hard, with a fine white on the Outfide, and 
dark within, and will quickly be dry. Tf he 


bolts his Tail like a Nightingale after he hath 


dung’d; or if his Duug be very thin, or of 
a flimy White, with no Blacknefs in it, you 
_ ‘may conclude he is a fick Bird. 

‘The next Thing we are to regard in choot 
ing a Canary-Bird, is the Goodnefs of his 
Song. Some of thefe Birds will open with 
_ the Sweet of the Neghtingale, and run through 

_feveral of that Bird’s fine Notes, and end in 
_ the Tit-Lark’s Song ; and {ome will fing only _ 
the Y7t-Lark’s.. Others will begin almoft, 
like a Sky-Lark, and by a foft, melodious 
. Turn of the Voice, fall into the Nighingale’s _ 
Sweet and Jug, whifking and chewing after 
a very delightful Manner. .The Birds that 
have fuch a curious Change of harmonious 
Notes, want no Recommendations, every 

Body mutt be fenfible that they are. valu-: 

able. There are others of this Kind, that 


fing 
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jing with fo much Force,. that even deafern 
the Ears of the Hearers with their Shrilnefs: 
Many Perfons are delighted with this Kind 
of Singing, others are offended at it. There- 
fore, before you purchafe the Bird, hear him 
fing in a fingle Cage ; and as you have Di- 
rections to know a Cock-Bird, and when he | 
is in Health, as to the Colour and Song, 

pleafe your own Fancy. 


Ta order them in ae Ke, 


t Bhi big ~BIRDS that are kept tame 
will breed three or four Times in the 
Year : They ufually begin in 4r7/, and breed 
in May and une, fometimes in uly or Aue 
guft. There are many People in England, as 
well as in France, Germany, &c, that get a 

good Livelihoad by breeding Canary- Birds ; 
befides a great Number of Perfons which 
breed them only for Pleafure. | 

Whether for Pleafure or Profit, make ufe 
of fuch Birds for Breeders, as were produced 
between the Engli/b and French, which are 
ftrong healthful Birds, and breed the beft of 
any. But letthem be of what Sort they will, 
be fure to choofe ftout Birds, If the Cock or . 
Hen be very fmall, match either one or the 
other with a larger, as a fmall yellow Sort, 
with a large mealy one, Ge. which will 
ftrengthen the Breed. | 
“Towards 
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Towards the Middle of March, begin to 
match your Birds, putting one Cock and one 
Hen in a {mall Cage: And when they have 
_ been fo long together, that they are perfectly 

~ reconciled, and well pleafed with each other, 
towards the End of March, or Beginning of 
April, put them into the Breeding Cage, 
made for that Ufe ; let it be as big a- 
gain as what we commonly call breeding 
Cages, that the Birds may: have the more 
Room to fly and exercife themfelves. Let ¢ 
there be two Boxes in the Cage for the Hen 
to build in, becaufe fhe will fometimes hatch 
a fecond Brood before the firft are fit to fly, 
leaving the Care of them to thé Cock to feed 
and bring them up, whilft the breeds in the 
other Box; therefore, if fhe has not a fpare 
Box to build in, will be apt to make her 
Neft upon the Birds, asit fometimes happens, 
and {mother them, or build fo near that they 
will {poil one another. Whilft your Birds are 
a pairing, feed them with foft Meat; Egg, 
Bread, Maw-Seed, and a little fcalded Rape- 


Seed, hardlyathird Part of Egg; this laft, 
and the Bread grated fine, and fo mix it alk 


together: When theyhave young Ones, give 
the fame foft Victuals, frefh every Day, and 
let them have frefh Greens likewife ; fuch as 
Cabbage-Lettice now and then; but give 
them more conftantly, Chick-Weed with 
Seeds upon it; towards “fune, Shepherd’s- 

, N Purfe 


~ 


90 A Natural History of 
Purfe; in Fuly and Auguf, Plantain; and - 
before they have young Ones, give them 
Groundfel , with Seed upon it. I would re- 
commend to fuch Perfons as breed only a 
few Birds for their Diverfion, to .ufe thefe. 
large Cages, it being much the beft Way : 
But thofe that intend to breed a Numbes, 
fhould prepare a Room for that Purpofe. 

Let the Situation of it be fuch, that the 
Birds may enjoy the Benefit of the Morning 
“Sun, which is both delightful and nourifh- 
ing; and let Wire, inftead of Glafs, be at 
the Windows, that they may have the Ad- 
vantage of the Air, which will add to their 
Health, and make them thrive the better : 
,, Keep the Floor of the Room clean, fome- 
times fifting fine dry Gravel or Sand upon it, 
and often removing the Dung and other foul 
Stuff. You mutt take Care to fix Neft-Boxes, 
and Back-Cages, in every convenient Corner 
and Place of the Room, at leaft, twice the 
Number that you-have Birds, that they may — 
have the more Variety to chufe a Lodging to. 
their Minds; for fome love to build high, and 
fome very low, fome in a light Place, and o- 
thers will chufe adark Place to buildin. 

- ‘There ought to be two Windows in the 
Room, one’at each End, and feveral Perches 
at proper Diftances for the Birds to fettle 
upon, as they fly backwards and forwards. 
You may fet likewife a Tree in fome conve- 
ME 4 nient 


Englifh SINGING-BIRDS, 91 
nient Place of the Room; it will divert the 
Birds, and fome of them will like to build ig 
it: You mutt obferve that their Neft is fecure 
from falling through, and if in Danger, to 
tie the Tree clofer to prevent it, and they 
" will hatch there as well as in any other Place. 
Remember, not to put too many Birds toge- 
ther, eight or ten Pair are enough for a mid- 
dling Reom. | 

When your Birds are firft paired, as I di- 
rected before, turn them into this Room ; 
where they will live, as it were, a conjugal 
Life ; and notwithftanding there are feveral 
Male and Female Birds in the fame Room, 
one Cock and one Hen, as they firft coupled 
together, will keep conftant to each other, 
and both concur and affift in fitting and feed- 
ing their Young: For the Cock-Bird takes 
his ‘Turn in building the Neft, fitting upon 
the Eggs, and feeding the Young, as well 
as the Hen. i ts yb 


| Of their Neft, and how to order the 
b aoee Young. oe tty Ja 

\7 OU muft furnith the Birds with Stuff. 
for making their Neft; fuch as fine 
Hay, Wool, Cotton, and Elk’s Hair, if it 
can be got: Let all thefe Materials be tho- 
roughly dry ; then mix and tie them up to- 
3 ASO Mig: a ia ttn a, Beene 
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gether in a Net, or fome fuch Thing, fo that 
the Birds may eafily pull it out as they want 
it; and let it be hung in a proper Place in 
the Room for that Purpofe. 

They build a pretty Neft, about which 
‘they will fometimes be fo induftrious, as to 
begin and finifh it in one Day, though they 
are generally two or three Days in making 
their Neft. The Hen lays commonly fout 
or five Eggs; and fits fourteen Days, 

When the Young are hatched, leave them 
to the Care of the old Ones to nurfe and 
bring up, till they can fly and feed them- 
felves. The Hen, as I faid before, by reafon 
of their Ranknefs, in being kept together, 
and provided with all Things neceffary at 
Hand, without any Trouble in feeking their 
Food, &c, will fometimes build, and hatch 
again before the firft can fhift for themfelves ; ; 
the Care of which, the transfers to the Cock- 
Bird, who will feed and nurfe them himfelf, 
fupplying that of both Parents, while fhe 
brings on and attends her new Progeny. But 
tis not fo with thofe Birds that live at large 

in the Fields. They obferve their Seafons for 
_ Breeding, and after they have hatch’d, com- 
pany with their Brood, till their Youhg are 
grown up, and able to provide for themfelves. 

When the young Canary-Birds can feed 
themfelves, take them from the old Ones, 
and cage thein, Tf they are flying about ihc 

Room, 
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Room, to catch them bring a fpare Cage with 
fome foft Vietuals init, taking the other Meat | 
that’s in the Room away, ee the Cage 
there in its Stead, with the Door open, and a 
String faftened thereto: Then ftand at a Di- 
ftance, and the old Ones will prefently, for 
the Sake of the Meat, intice the young Ones: 
into the Cage ; then pull the String and fhut 
in one, two, or as many as you'can; the Old 
you let fly, the Young cage: This do till you 
have caught as many as you want. 
~ Let their Meat be the Yelk of an Egg hard 
boil’d, with as much of the beft Bread, and a 
little fcalded Rape-Seed: When it is boiled 
foft, bruife the Seed fine, and puta little Maw- 
Seed among it, and mix it all together, and give 
them a fufficient Quantity freth every Day ; 
never let it be ftale or four. Befides this, give 
them alittle fealded Rape-Seed, and a little 
Rape and Canary by itfelf. You may keep 
them to this Diet till they have done moult- 
ing; and afterwards feed them as you do the 
old Ones, taking away their foft Meat, unlefs 
at any Time they are fick, then continue it. 


Of the Canary-Bird’s Difeafes, and 


their Cure. 


ESIDES their Moulting, which is com- 
mon to all Birds, they are fubject to the, 
following Diforders. The firft is a Surfeit, 

| ‘occafioned _ 
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occafioned either by a violent Cold, or from 


eating too greedily upon Greens, efpeciallya 


rank Sort of Chick-Weed with broad Leaves, 

and without Seeds, which is hurtful both to 

old and young Birds, it being very apt to fur- 

feit the latter. To difcover when the Bird 
has this Diftemper, blow the Feathers on the 
Belly, and you will perceive it fwell’d, tranf- 

parent, full of little red Veins, all their little 

Bowels finking down to the extream Parts of 

its Body, and if far gone, black, which ge- 
netally brings Death. The Cure of this Dif- 

eafe, if taken in Time, is to keep him warm; 

and give him whole Oatmealamongft his Seed 

for three or four Days, in order to cleanfe 
him; and put Liquorice in his Water; but if 

he is too loofe, inftead of Oatmeal, give him 

Maw and bruifed Hemp-Seed, being more 

binding; and at the fame Time let him have 

a little Saffron in his Water; or you may boil 

Milk and Bread, with a little Maw-Seed in 

it; “tis very good for the Bird at fuch a Time, 

Or you may take Millet, Hemp, Maw, Rape 

and Canary-Seeds, of each as much as will 

Jay upon a Sixpence ; let thefe juft boil up, 

rinfe them in cold Water, to cool them ; then 

boil a new-laid Egg hard, mince it fmall, 

both Yelk and White together; take about a 

Quarter of it and put it to the Seeds, and.add 

as much more Lettice-Seed asany of the other : 

‘Give this Meat to the fick Bird, it has had 
Mp a aia good 
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good Effect on many. But before you give 
him this, in the Morning early let your Bird. 
» - drink two or three Times Water, in which 
you have put about the Quantity of two Peas 
of Treacle; and when you have obferved him 
to drink two or three Times, take it away 
and give him clean Water again; repeat this 
three or four Mornings before you give him 
the above-mentioned Compofition. 

Another Malady the Canary-Bird is trou- 
bled with, is a littlePimple on hisRump, called 
the Pip; it will generally go away of itfelf, 
but if at any Time it is bad and will not, 
when it is ripe, let out the fickly Matter with 
the Point of a fine Needle, fqueeze it all out 
with as much Gentlenefs as you can; after 
take a Bit of Loaf-Sugar moiften’d in your 
Mouth, put it on the Sore, will heal it. 

A third Difeafe isa Kind of yellow Scabs 
that come about their Head and Eyes, which 
fometimes {well and are full of Matter; a- 
noint thofe Places with frefh Butter or Lard, 
or the Oil of fweet Almonds; thofe Things 
will cure it, ‘unlefs it fpread, then nothing 

but Time, and cooling Food will carry it off. 

The laft Thing that I fhall take Notice of 
is his Moulting. You may know when this.” 
comes on by the Bird’s appearing rough, me- ~ 
-lancholy, and often fleeping in the Day with 

his Head under his Wings; and the Cage co-_ 
-vered with Down and {mall Feathers; for the — 


young 
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young Ones, the firft Year, caft-only their. 
Down and {mall Feathers, and the fecond, 
their Tail and Wing-Feathers. 
Careful Nurfing ts the princtpal Means to 
_ preferve Birds under this natural Malady ; 
therefore be fure to keep him warm; fet him 
fometimes in the Sun when it fhines power- 
fully to bafk himfelf, it will comfort him. 
very much, always taking care to keep him: 
from Cold or Win}, which are very prejudi- 
- cial to him at fuch a Time; let him have 
good nourifhing Food ; Naples-Bifket, Bread 
and Egg mixed together ; and put Saffron in 
his Water; likewife bruifed Hemp-Seed, 
mixed with Lettice and Maw-Seed. If the 
Weather is very hot when the Birds are in 
their Moult, give them Liquorice in their 
Water inftead of Saffron, and their Meat Plan- 
_ tain and Lettice-Seed; but not any of :that 
Meat if it be cold Weather. Remember; 
whenever Egg is prefcribed for any fick Birds, 
it is to be boiled and chop’d,. or grated very. 
fine; Hemp-Seed to be ground or bruifed; 
and Rape or Canary-Seed {calded and bruifed. 
Thefe Things, with good Attendance, will 
at all Times contribute very much to the Re- 
lief of fick Birds. And whatever elfe is de-" 
liveredin this Treatife concerning the Na- 
ture, Song, Marks of Male and Female, 
Building, Breeding, Feeding. Ge. of Birds,’ 
it being founded upon Experience, will upon, . 
Trial anfwer likewife. INDEX > 
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